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(GM REACHES ACCORD WITH UNION 


Raine Elected Head of Trade Assn. Managers 


Ebbert, Shapiro Pact Paves Way 
Gain Other Posts For an Immediate 
As Trio Retires Opening of Plants 


Legislation and Car Show NLRB Orders Employe 
Problems Discussed Vote for All Chrysler, 
at Convention Briggs Plants 


ATLANTIC CITY, N. J—A DETROIT. — Settlement 
brand new set of officers, over the week-end of the 
headed by John E. Raine of month-old General Motors- 
Baltimore, general manager CIO dispute, which seemed 
of the Automobile Trade imminent late Friday, would 
Assn. of Maryland, as president, open the way for the immediate 
was voted in at the midsummer |. return to work of the 6,000 to 
meeting of the Automotive Trade 7,000 tool and die workers Aug. 7, 
Assn, Managers, held here July | :* and an unestimated number, prob- 
31 and Aug. 1, at the Claridge ably thousands, of production 
Hotel. workers later this week. 





Let the Old Cat Die 


More Preview Dates 
How to Get Upholstered 
Moose Me, Boy 
—Oo- 


By 
Chris Sinsabaugh 





aoe a when you were a 
kid and you used to get con- 
siderable exercise pumping the 
swing attached to the old apple 
tree in the orchard? You stood up 
on the board seat and gained your 


momentum by body contorting. ASSOCIATION MANAGERS ASSOCIATE. At the meeting last week of the 


Ohio Automotive Assn., at the Breakers Hotel, Cedar Point, O., managers of 


Finally tiring, you “let the old cat 
die’, as we used to say. In other 
words, you ceased the body Eng- 
lish and the swing slowly came to 
a stop. 

Somehow or other, I cannot get 
it out of my mind that “let the old 
cat die” applies to the present 
situation in the automobile in- 
dustry as applied to the ’39 model 
year. With the exception of Ford, 
Studebaker and Bantam, produc- 
tion on ’39 has ended. Packard 
already is well into production on 
its 1940 line. Most of the others 
are readying up for the same 
operation. As I write this on Fri- 
day, it looks as if the General 
Motors’ strike is about to be 
settled, a labor dispute that has 
slowed all GM ’40 operations. 
Therefore, things look bright in- 


| deed, from the factory viewpoint. 
* * oo 





| 


FROM MY conning tower in my 
oak-paneled office, I grab the 
binoculars and sweep the horizon 
out in the field. I find that retail 
sales are holding up remarkably 
well, even if production in gen- 


| eral has stopped. Demand for ’39 


models keeps up—consumer de- 
mand still is good—and it looks 
as if there will be at least another 
month of good business before the 
old cat of ’39 loses the last of its 
nine lives. Dealer stocks are re- 
ported low and there is little 
likelihood of any “fire sales” to 
cause any ripples in the ocean of 
business content. And there is no 
used car bogey, for the trade-in 
car demand is well in line with 
oo sales. Not at all disturb- 


s *e & 


_AND THIS week the light ar- 
tillery goes into action in the 
treliminary skirmish of 1940—the 
aul Prys who come to the press 
Previews, who, back of the scenes, 
put their eyes to the peephole in 
the curtain and get the first look 
at the 1940 models. The automo- 
bile editors are set for a big 
Schedule and the Battle of the 
(See SPARKS, Page 19, Col. 1) 
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Besides Raine, the offiicial posts 
were filled by Ralph Ebbert of 
the Brooklyn and Long Island 
Automobile Dealers Assn., as vice- 
president, and Sam Shapiro of the 


Chicago Automobile Trade Assn., 
as secretary-treasurer. 


Raine, Ebbert and Shapiro suc- 
ceed Herbert Buckman of Cleve- 
land, H. H. Shuart of Detroit and 
Bill Berrien of Philadelphia, re- 
spectively, this trio having annu- 
ally requested that they be per- 


mitted to step aside after many 
years in their posts. 


Directors elected in addition to 
the officers were W. A. William- 
son, vice-president and general 
manager of the Texas Automobile 


Dealers Assn., and Palmer E. Han- 


(See MANAGERS, Page 2, Col. 5) 


Colorado Extends 
State Chain Tax 
To Agency Stores 


DENVER.—Colorado’s chain 
store tax, which Charles M. Arm- 
strong, state treasurer, is attempt- 
ing to apply to all firms exer- 
cising “control” over more than 
one retail outlet, was’ extended 
during the past week to include 
agency stores operating under 
agreement with the Western Auto 
Supply Co. of California. Arm- 
strong billed this firm for $2,959 





in chain store taxes on agency | 


stores operated since 1936. 

“The Western Auto Supply Co. 
has kept up its taxes on stores 
it owns,” Armstrong said, “but has 
paid no chain store taxes on the 
agencies it has maintained under 
contract. The company owns 14 
stores in Colorado and pays the 
tax on these. However, in 1937, 





| 
| 


| tive Assn., at Cedar Point, O. 


| 


| 


four agencies were opened, in 1938 | 


there were six agencies operating 
and now there are eight. No tax 
has ever been paid on these and 


we have billed the company for | 


the taxes.” 


Armstrong said he used as his | 


authority for attempting to collect 
this tax the recent supreme court 


decision in the Gamble-Skogmo | 


case, in which the court held that 


any company exercising compre- | 


hensive control over a number of 
retail outlets was subject to the 
provisions of the chain store tax. 


| selfish interests of any group. 









the local dealer associations throughout the state organized an association of 
their own. Among the charter members are, seated, left to right, Jim Taylor, 
Youngstown, and J. Hoyt Cummings, OAA. Standing, left to right, R. E. Bur- 
rows, Cleveland; B. L. Broadwell, Toledo; Harry Bennett, Akron; John Barton, 
Columbus; and Dick Warrington, Cincinnati. 


While the outlook for settlement 
was considered most favorable 
late Friday, the program was still 
subject to approval or rejection 
by the membership at a vote to be 
taken Saturday. ; 

Just past midnight Thursday, 
the negotiators who have been in 
almost constant session for the 
past few weeks, announced that a 
basis for accord acceptable to 
both sides in the conference room 
had been reached. No statement 
was made as to what specific 
terms had been agreed upon, but 
the entire proposal was to be sub- 
mitted immediately to the rank 
and file of the union for decision. 

Unfortunately, a settlement of 
the current dispute would not af- 
fect the relations between the 
corporation and the AFL faction 
of UAW which is claiming recog- 
nition also as the sole bargaining 
agency for ‘the corporation’s em- 
ployes. 

Meanwhile, the National Labor 
Relations Board which already 
| has proposed elections in the 

Chrysler and Briggs plants to 
settle this question, still has re- 
frained from taking a position in 
the case of GM. 

(Continued on Page 8, Col. 1) 


250 Dealers Attend Frolic 
Staged by Ohio Association 


By William C. Callahan | 
Managing Editor 

CEDAR POINT, O.— Approxi- 
mately 250 members of the Ohio 
Automotive Assn. gathered at the, 
Breakers Hotel here Tuesday and 
Wednesday for a summer frolic 


By 
C. Callahan 


Chief speaker was Stanley Horner, 
president of the National Automo- 
bile Dealers Assn., and a Buick 
dealer in Washington, D. C. 
Among other things Horner 
brought out a point which, per- 
haps, too many of us have over- 
looked in the past. This was that 
two out of every three automo- 
bile buyers in the United States 
are used car buyers. 

Used car prices, said Horner, 
are too high in relation to new 
car prices because the average 
dealer attempts to squeeze, out of 
the price of his used cars, the 
losses he sustained in over-allow- 
ance in order to consummate a new 
car sale. This means that we are 
unfair to two-thirds of our cus- 
tomers in order to make custom- 
ers of the other one-third. 

Horner’s analysis of the situ- 
ation is this: the automobile in- 

(Continued on Page 17, Col. 4) 


Dealers tell me. « winian, 


When Publisher George Slo- 
cum and Editor Chris Sinsa- 
baugh assigned me last week to 
conduct a column providing 
open discussion of problems in 
the industry, I realized that this 
imposed responsibility as well 
as possibility. Taking over, I 
should like to make my con- 
ception clear. This will not be 
an advice-to-the-lovelorn col- 
umn; nor will it differ from the 
general principle always ad- 
hered to by Automotive News, 
i. e., the welfare of the indus- 
try as a whole outweighs the 


On this basis I should like in 
this column to provide a Hyde 
Park in black and white, so to 
speak, wherein everyone in the 
industry may make his views 
known. The only determining 
factors in judging the accept- 
ability of arguments discussed 
will be: are they based upon 
facts; are they free from vitup- 
eration, do they contain logic? 
In other words, this is a forum, 
not a pop-valve. 

* ok ok 

TINHE past week I attended a 

meeting of the Ohio Automo- 


At the Wednesday meeting also 
Lynn B. Timmerman, Ford dealer, 
and president of the OAA, was 
elected director of the NADA 
from Ohio, replacing J. W. Tar- 
bill, Packard distributor, whose 


The Top Ten 
PASSENGER CARS 
First Ten in Registrations as 

Reported in AN Today: 
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makes, see Page 13, this issue. D. C. and president of the National °. Soar future, 





with the next one being between 


Automobile Dealers Assn. | (Continued on Page 2, Col. 3) 








Busy Recess Pro 


Labor, Transport, Tax Laws 






To Be Studied This Summer 


By William Uliman 
Staff Correspondent 

WASHINGTON. — As this was 
being written the Congress of the 
United States was giving unmis- 
takable evidence of a determina- 
tion to adjourn at the earliest 
possible moment, and if the 
Houses are in session next week 
it will be against the will of most 
members. To all intents and pur- 
poses, however, the session is over. 

The most important develop- 
ment of the session was the be- 
lated economy drive which 
brought about the spiking of the 
President’s huge spending-lending 
bill, and the chopping of more 
than $161,000,000 from the third 
deficiency bill. 

Business and industry are vi- 
tally concerned in the action of 
Congress with respect to the 
former measure. 

What effect will it have upon 
the recovery movement? 

The President declared that 
passage of the bill was essential 
to recovery. Conservative ele- 
ments in Congress disputed this, 
for a variety of reasons. 

If reports coming into the 
National Capital are reliable, 
business and industry itself is far 
from being at one on that point. 
It is true that many feel that this 
large gesture in opposition to 
government spending will hasten 
a return to a more normal state 
of affairs, and that private enter- 
prise will be encouraged by the 
action taken on “the Hill.” On 
the other hand, however, there 
are some who still feel that large- 
scale Federal assistance is es- 
sential if the upward curve of 
business and industry is to be 
maintained. 

Which group is correct? Most 
fair-minded observers here will 
admit readily that they do not 
know, and that time itself will 
have to give the answer. This 
much is certain: The economic in- 
dices will be watched closer than 


July Sales Top 
_ June by a Unit 


In San Antonio 


SAN ANTONIO, Tex.—New car 
sales for July, as reported by the 
dealer-members of the San An- 
tonio Automobile Trade Assn., 
showed no decline from previous 
month, exceeding by one unit, 
new car sales for June. Sales, ac- 
cording to makes, were as follows: 

Buick, 43; Cadillac, 4; Chevrolet, 
91 (and 19 commercial units and 
9 trucks); Chrysler, 11; Crosley, 
13; De Soto, 1; Diamond T Truck, 
1; Dodge, 59 (and 3 commercial 
units and 2 trucks); Ford, 111 
(and 11 commercial units and 5 
trucks); GMC Truck, 2 com- 
mercial units and 2 trucks; Gra- 
ham, 2; Hudson, 14; IHC Truck, 
13 commercial units and 14 trucks; 
LaSalle, 7; Lincoln-Zephyr, 8; 
Mercury, 5; Nash, 2; Oldsmobile, 
17; Packard, 10; Plymouth, 51 
(znd 4 commercial units); Pontiac, 
23; Studebaker, 40, and Willys, 3 
(and 1 commercial unit). Total, 
515 cars, 53 commercial units, and 
33 trucks, for a grand total of 601 
units. 

July sales in previous years were 
as follows: 1934—597; 1935—669; 
1936—801; 1937—642, and 1938— 
400. 


Murray Leases Plant 


To Build Seat Springs 
BELDING, Mich.—The Murray 
Corp. of America has leased a 
building hére, and new equipment 
will be installed to manufacture 
automobile seat cushion springs. 
The plant will be ready to get 
under way about the first of the 
year. 

The Belding output will find a 
market that the company has not 
heretofore had _ in automobile 
plants located in Lansing, Flint, 
Janesville, Wis., and Chicago. 


ever during the next six months 
and more. 

Of special interest to the auto- 
motive industry is the fact that 
with the defeat of the lend-spend 
bill was lost an opportunity for 
the largest development of roads 
in the history of this country. 

However, it must not be as- 
sumed that because of the late- 
session economy drive, Congress 
was niggardly in appropriations 
earlier. A compilation shows that 
the agencies involved in the pro- 
posed program already had been 


authorized $900,000,000 by this. | 
Congress. The highways appropri- | 


ation stands at $215,000,000. The 
President wanted to increase that 
up to $750,000,000 over a period 
of two to seven years. 
Labor Rules Revised 

When this session opened, sharp 
revision of the National Labor Re- 
lations Act was forecast. That did 
not take place, but under the 
pressure of increasing pyblic re- 
sentment, the National Labor Re- 
lations Board revised its rules in 
some measure. However, much 
more remains to be done in this 
connection, and it is certain that 
one of the most important in- 
quiries authorized by this session 
of Congress will be that having to 
do with the NLRB. A special com- 
mittee of the House will handle 
that investigation, expected to 


get under way shortly after ad-_| 


journment. 

The ways and means committee 
of the House will make a search- 
ing study of proposed changes in 
the tax structure during the recess 
and the so-called monopoly will 
carry over. 


General transportation legisla- 


tion, the subject of a bitter battle hi ) 


involving highway, rail and in- 
land waterways groups, failed of 
passage at this session. However, 
Senator Burton K. Wheeler, of 
Montana, chairman of the Senate 
interstate commerce committee, 
and Representative Clarence F. 
Lea, of California, chairman of the 
corresponding House committee, 
are optimistic regarding the out- 
look for such legislation at the 
next session. The American Truck- 
ing Assns. took a leading role 
throughout the consideration of 
both House and Senate measures— 
which differ so materially that 
agreement was impossible at this 
session— in endeavoring to safe- 


guard the interests of highway | 


carriers. 
Extra Session Unlikely 
Congress will reconvene in 
January unless, of course, the 


President calls an extra session. 
At this time there are no indica- 
tions that he will do so. 

There are but two factors which 
would be likely to bring about an 
extra session. They are (1) a 
very precipitate drop in business 
and _ industrial activity which 
would be considered by the 
executive to require Congressional 
action, and, (2) a new severe 
crisis abroad which might be used 
by the President as a basis for 
seeking immediate Congressional 
reconsideration of neutrality legis- 
lation. 

The session as a whole saw a 
widening of the breach between 
the President and the ardent New 
Deal wing of the Democratic party 
‘and the conservative group in 
that party. The strategy of the 
latter element, which joined forces 
with the Republicans on many 
votes, was largely directed by 
Vice-President John N. Garner, 
now avowedly a candidate for the 
Presidential nomination next year. 


Jamboree Is Staged 

ST, LOUIS.—The Chevrolet Sales 
Managers’ Council held its annual 
jamboree party and dinner at the 
Sunset Hill Country Club. Officers of 
the organization who arranged affair 
are Harry Hemna, president: Vincent 
Sutton, vice-president; and Arthur 
Meyer, secretary and treasurer. The 
recreation committee included Harry 
Haggerty, Eddie Grabel, Harry Oursler 
and Ray Williams. 
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Ohio Dealers Frolic . . . 
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OVER 250 MEMBERS and friends attended the banquet Wednesday evenin 
the frolic of the Ohio Automotive Assn., at the Breakers Hotel, Cedar Point 


|0., last week. Above is a view of some of the evening’s merry-makers. 





MEMBERS OF the Ohio Dealers’ and Salesmen’s Licensing Board had an 


Assn. last week at the Breakers Hotel, Cedar Point. The board is shown, left 
to right, J. H. Baynes, assistant chief; E. R. Fenton, chief (both representatives 
of the state); William F. Jones, Ford, Akron, president; and W. J. McGraw, 
Chevrolet dealer and member from Bellaire. 





A SECTION of the group at the speakers’ table at the annual Ohio Automo- 
tive Assn. banquet at Cedar Point. Seated, left to right, Walter Blanchard, 
general manager, National Sane, See Assn.; Thompson Howes, repre- 

0; 
president of Ohio Automotive Assn. of Mansfield, O., and Stanley Horner, 
president, National Automobile Dealers 


sentative of Caldwell-Monroe Co., 


am Culburt; Lynn Timmerman, 


250 Dealers Attend Frolic 


opportunity for informal discussion at the meeting of the Ohio Automotive 


Staged by Ohio Association 


(Continued from Page 1) 


Aug. 28. 

In discussing present conditions 
in the industry, Horner placed the 
burden for many current ills on 
the one-sidedness of current sales 
agreements between the factories 
and dealers, which he declared 
limited dealers too greatly in the 
exercise of good judgment in the 
conduct of their business. 

He pointed out the sales agree- 
ment clauses, which provide for 
cancellation with or without cause, 
constitutes a pressure weapon in 
the hands of factory representa- 
tives in an everlasting demand for 
new car volume. He stated that in 
his opinion the high annual rate 
of new car sales was being ob- 
tained largely through forcing the 
market at the expense of the 
dealer, while from the factory 
standpoint the more the market 
can be forced the higher factory 
profits will mount. He warned 
that, while the majority of dealers 
are opposed to governmental in- 
tervention in their business, a con- 
tinuation of present conditions 
will leave them no alternative but 
to seek relief from some such 
source. 

The evening banquet Wednes- 
day was unique in that there were 
'no speeches. Ralph Moorhead, 
chairman of the entertainment 
;}committee acted as toastmaster, 
l'assisted by Joe Burns, of the 


NADA and the Chrysler Corp. 





DeWitt Hotel chain as master of 
ceremonies. Tuesday afternoon 
was devoted to a golf tournament 
with close to 100 prizes awarded 
winners of the varieus events. No 
action was taken on whether the 
frolic idea will be continued in 
future years. 


°39 Georgia Registrations 
Already Top All of °38 


ATLANTA.—The motor vehicle 
division reports that Georgians 
have already registered more 
automobiles this year than were 
registered during the entire year 
1938. 

As of July 24, the registrations 
had reached 455,450, exceeding the 
452,661 total for 1938, through 
Dec. 31 of that year. It was found 
that passenger car registrations 
had increased 22,000, trucks (not 
for hire) had increased 7,000, 
trucks (for hire) had increased 
1,300, state-city-county trucks had 
increased 500 and passenger cars 
160, trailers had increased 500, 
dealers’ tags 300, school buses 23, 
ambulances 76. 


Finance Meeting 
CHICAGO.—November 7, 8 and 9 


| are announced as the dates and Chi- 


cago as the place for the annual con- 


| vention of the American Finance Con- 


ference. The meetings thus will be 
held during the Chicago automobile 
show scheduled for Nov. 4 to 12. 


Managers 


‘Continued from Page 1) 
sen, manager of Milwaukee Auto- 
motive Trades, Inc. 

Twenty-five state and local as- 
sociation executives attended the 
deliberations, along with Walter 
Blanchard, operating manager of 
the National Automobile Dealers 
Assn.; Harry Meixell, legislative 
chief of the Automobile Manufac- 
turers Assn., and J. W. Dineen of 
General Motors. 

Reduction of dues through an 
amendment to the by-laws was 
adopted for purposes of aiding a 
drive to enlist every state and 
metropolitan trade _ association 
manager in the United States as a 
member. 

Discussion centered about asso- 
ciation activities and services, leg- 
islation, taxation, plans for the 
coming automobile shows and 
other subjects of importance. The 
managers were told plainly that 
the group could be made “a more 
dynamic force” for the benefit of 
association members represented 
by the managers. 


Pontiae’s Sales 
On Upswing at 
Close of July 


PONTIAC.—Retail deliveries of 
Pontiac cars in the United States 
for the last 10 days of July were 
3,940, which is 6.8 percent above 
the second 10-day period of this 





'|month and 59.3 percent above the 


final 10 days of July, 1938, accord- 
ing to D. U. Bathrick, general 
sales manager. 

Sales for the entire month were 
10,995 compared to 6,827 a year 
ago or an increase of 61 percent. 


|| During the first seven months of 


this year Pontiac sales are 59 per- 
cent ahead of the same period of 
1938. 

Inventories of both new and 
used cars are at a low point for 
this time of the year, there being 
less than a 30-day supply of used 
cars in dealer’s hands. 


Plymouth, Chrysler 
Sales Leap in N. Y. 


NEW YORK. — Sales of Plym- 
outh and Chrysler cars during the 
first six months of 1939, as indi- 
cated by new car registrations in 
Metropolitan New York, exceeded 
those for the same period of 1938 
by 44.4 percent and 36.6 percent, 
respectively, according to William 
D. Stewart, president of the 
Chrysler New York Co., Inc. 

During this period Plymouth 
sales in this territory, which in- 
cludes Greater New York and 
Nassau, Suffolk, Westchester, 
Rockland and Putnam counties, 
exceeded those of the two nearest 
competitors by more than 18.5 
percent and 50.4 percent respec- 
tively, Stewart stated. 


Ala. Wholesalers Assn. 


To Elect Officers Aug. 21 

MOBILE, Ala.— The Automo- 
tive Wholesalers’ Assn. of Ala- 
bama will hold its quarterly con- 
vention at the Cawthon Hotel 
here Aug. 21. Highlight of the 
meeting will be the election of 
officers for another year. 

In the afternoon the state group 
will be guests of the Mobile group 
on a boat trip down Mobile Bay 
and Dog River to terminate at the 
Mobile Hunting and Fishing Club 
where dinner will be served. R. 
B. McLure of Montgomery is 
president, and W. R. Sims, of 
Montgomery, executive secretary 
of the association. 


Building Car-Parks 

| LONDON. — (UTPS) — Although the 
| government has been stalling on the 
| frequently - reiterated proposal _ that 
large underground car-parks should 
| be constructed in London and _ other 
| large cities to provide public shelters 
|}in the event of air bombardment, sev- 
|eral municinal corporations have al- 
|ready launched their own programs. 
| Bristol and Birmingham have plans 
| started for deep car parks, costing 
about $1,200,000 each. 
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special to Automotive News 

CHICAGO.—Referred to as the 
«porder bill” and directed at Illi- 
nois motorists who buy their cars 
from out-of-state dealers in order 
to evade payment of the Illinois 
sales tax, a law passed without a 
gissenting vote in both houses of 
the state legislature has just been 
signed by Gov. Henry Horner. A 
s25 investigation fee is imposed 
ynless the Illinois resident can 
prove that he has owned the ve- 
hicle for 90 days prior to apply- 
ing for an Illinois certificate of 
tt Simultaneously with this news 


July Sales Hold 
Above Normal in 
Cook County Area 


CHICAGO.—Cook county new 
car registrations showed less than 
the usual seasonal decline during 
Juy, totaling 7,361 units as 
against 8,934 for June, and turn- 
ing in a sharp gain over July of 
last year when the total was 5,027 
units. According to official bureau 
of motor advice figures just re- 
leased. 

In a photo finish, Plymouth 
with an even 1,200 topped Chev- 
rolet with 1,199 for first place 
honors. Followed by Ford with 
1,030. Dodge again displaced Buick 
for fourth place, with 821 as com- 
pared with 631. Pontiac was sixth 
with 426, Oldsmobile seventh with 
337, Studebaker eighth with 297, 
De Soto ninth with 217, and Mer- 
cury 10th with 210. 

Following in order were Chrys- 
ler with 206, Packard with 196, 
Nash with 194, Cadillac-LaSalle 
with 144, Hudson with 138, Lin- 
cln-Zephyr with 67. Willys- 
Overland with 15, Graham with 
14, Hupmobile with eight, and 
miscellaneous with 12. 
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fll. Imposes $25 Fee on Cars Bought Out of Stat 


2.8% of Chicago Registrations | Chrysler 100 Clubbers . . 
§o Purchased in Five Months 


came a report, compiled by the 
Chicago Automobile Trade Assn., 
showing how serious a problem 
the practice of Cook County mo- 
torists buying cars out of the state 
has become. The survey reveals 
that during February through 
June, a total of 1,331 new cars 
and 843 used 1939 models were so 
purchased. 

The 1,331 new cars represented 
2.8 percent of all the new auto- 
mobiles, 48,162 in number, reg- 
istered in the county during the 
period in question. They came in 
from 40 states, with Indiana deal- 
ers accounting for 518, Wisconsin 
dealers for 165, Iowa dealers for 
158, and Michigan dealers for 117. 


The “border bill’ was backed 
by the state automobile depart- 
ment with the co-operation of the 
Illinois Automotive Trade Assn., 
whose general manager, C. W. 
Coons, has received special com- 
mendation for his efforts in behalf 
of the measure, and the Chicago 
Automobile Trade Assn. 

Also acclaimed by Illinois deal- 
ers is a new law permitting the 
use of dealer plates by individuals 
in such organizations, instead of 
restricting their use for demon- 
stration purposes only. 

Equally satisfying to the trade 
was the legislature’s 100 percent 
record in killing numerous meas- 
ures deemed detrimental to deal- 
ers and finance companies alike. 


Dodge Car Sales Rise 
88% in June in Calif. 


LOS ANGELES.—Record gains 
in registrations of new Dodge pas- 
senger cars are reported by George 
S. Pelton, president of Pelton Mo- 
tors, Inc., Dodge dealers here. 
During June a total of 1,667 Dodge 
Luxury Liners were registered in 
California, a gain of 88 percent 
over the same month of last year, 
according to Pelton. 





Edsel Ford at the Wheel 
As Tractor Debuts at Fair 


Special to Automotive News 

NEW YORK.— The new Ford 
tractor, hailed by Henry Ford as 
“the most revolutionary step that 
mechanical farming has taken,” 
was given its first public demon- 
stration July 28 at the New York 
World’s Fair, with Edsel Ford at 
the wheel. 

Grover A. Whalen, president of 
the Fair corporation, and Harry 
Ferguson, inventor of the tractor, 
also drove the 2,000-pound, rub- 
ber-tired tractor during a 45-min- 
ute demonstration of its efficiency 
and handling ease, which Edsel 
Ford predicted would remove the 
drudgery of agriculture, “com- 
pletely eliminating draught ani- 
mals, which constitute one of the 
farmer’s heaviest costs.” 

The younger Ford, in a state- 
ment following the demonstration, 
part of which was held in the 
rain, explained how the new trac- 
tor, which can be driven between 
tows of corn, would tend to in- 
crease the farmer’s income by re- 
ucing his initial as well as his 
operating costs. 

“The farm,” he said, “is one of 
the most vital problems now be- 
fore the country. No political solu- 
lion yet offered has been able to 
solve it. To increase farm income 
Y Increasing the cost of food in 
he cities is a policy no one, not 
ven the farmer, approves. And 
et ee 


Headlight Ruling Given 


office LOUIS.— The attorney-general’s 


ties last week ruled that municipali- 
ave wider a special charter do not 
the authority to regulate lighting 


; wPment on motor vehicles without 
Cit Pecial provision in their charter. 


ney of Hannibal had asked the attor- 
the ofan etal's office to determine if 
nance y Council could enforce an ordi- 
automerguiting headlight dimmers on 
Mobiles operating in Hannibal. 


yet every one agrees that the 
farmer’s income must be _ in- 
creased. 

“My father and I believe that 
if the farmer can do what industry 
has done—make his profit out of 
economy of production and dis- 
tribution—he will increase his real 
income without curtailing his 
market. We built this tractor pri- 
marily to cut the farmer’s first 
cost and his operating cost. Be- 
sides, we want to make it easier 
and less expensive for city people 
to go on the land and we want to 
eliminate the drudgery that has 
made the land unattractive to 
young people.” 

Henry Ford sent a _ telegram 
from Northern Michigan, where 
he was visiting one of his plants, 
expressing his regret on being un- 
able to view the demonstration. 


“I trust,” he wired his son,” 
“that a great many people will be 
able to see what this tractor 
means for the future of farming. 
I believe it is the most revolution- 
ary step that mechanical farming 
has taken. I look for it to accom- 
plish two things—turn the farm 
deficit into a profit and reduce the 
expense of going on the land. My 
regrets to Ferguson and_ best 
wishes to him for a pleasant voy- 
age.” 

It was stated that the new trac- 
tors, which will cost $585 de- 
livered at Dearborn, will be ready 
for delivery to distributors and 
dealers during August and to in- 
dividual buyers Sept. 1. They are 
powered by four-cylinder engines 
and are capable of speeds of three 
and one-half miles an hour in low 
gear, five miles an hour in inter- 
mediate gear and 12 miles in high 


' gear. 





HRYSLER EXECUTIVES, C. L. Jacobson, J. R. Barton, Earl Wilson, Arthur 
congue and Verne Orr, left to right, get the story on the’ world’s tiniest band, 


new attraction at the cosyeee Corp. 
from exhibit manager, Fran 
the fair recently with members of the 


’s San Francisco World’s Fair exhibit 


Shoemaker, at extreme right. The men attended 


Chrysler 100 Club, made up of the top 


100 Chrysler salesmen in the United States. 





J. E. MAYL, left, vice-president of 


Goodyear Tire and Rubber Co. on the 


Pacific Coast, gets the lowdown on the Chrysler 100 Club from Chrysler Sales 
Corp. sales executive, J. R. Barton. Mayl was a guest of the company at the 
Pacific Coast welcome luncheon for hundred clubbers in San Francisco. 





CHR'YSLER 100 CLUBBERS were not only given, the run of San Francisco 


and Treasure Island, but the Goodyear 


Tire and Rubber Co. obliged them with 


courtesy rides over the World’s Fair grounds in the airship’ Volunteer, which 
makes several regular passenger flights over the bay area daily. 





New Wisconsin Acts Tighten 


Truck, Trail 


Special to Automotive News 
MADISON, Wis. — Legislative 
action during the past week in- 
cluded the enactment of several 
bills affecting trucks and trailers. 
Bill No. 360, S, which amends 
the statutes relating to lighting 
equipment on vehicles, became ef- 
fective July 31 with its official 


publication, while bill No. 512, S, | 


relating to lighting equipment on 
motor vehicles and road machin- 
ery equipment, will take effect 
Dec. 1, 1939. 

The former act requires trucks 
and trailers parked on highways 
at night to post lights approxi- 
mately 125 feet in the front and 
rear as well as to the extreme left 


er Regulations 


side of the vehicle. The latter 
statute authorizes the state high- 
way commission to fix reasonable 
and uniform lighting standards for 
road machinery. 

Passed by the legislature and 
| awaiting the governor’s signature 
are bills No. 396, A, and 448, A. 
The first provides that if a truck, 
operating under special permit and 
| mileage tax provisions, is dis- 
posed of and replaced by another 
before completion of the 1,000 
| miles, the uncharged portion of 
the tax paid shall be credited to 
| the new truck. 

The second bill will credit quar- 
| tenay truck taxes paid on a re- 
| placed truck against such taxes on 
' the replacement vehicle. 
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Chrysler 100 Club 
Ends 12-Day Tour 
To Both Fairs 


NEW YORK. — Enthusiastically 
acclaimed by all present as “the 
greatest 100 Club trip in Chrysler 
history” the 12-day tour to both 
big world’s fairs with which 
Chrysler Sales Division, Chrysler 
Corp. rewarded its 100 best re- 
tail salesmen for 1939, came to an 
end here Tuesday, Aug. 1. 

Arriving in New York last 
Monday noon the 100 Club mem- 
bers and factory officials spent the 
first part of the week in thorough- 
ly seeing the World’s Fair and in 
making other sight-seeing trips 
around the metropolitan area. 
For quite a number of the visitors 
from the West Coast and the 
South it was the first visit to the 
metropolis. 

Certificates Presented 


At a luncheon Monday at the 
Hotel Roosevelt, David A. Wallace, 
president of the Chrysler Sales 
Wivision, presided. Certiticates of 
membership in the 100 Club 
and lapel pins were presented to 
the members. Charles L. Jacob- 
son, vice-president and general 
sales manager, who personally led 
the 100 Club on its tour, also ad- 
dressed the gathering. 

Tuesday was devoted to another 
round of sight-seeing tours. This 
program also included a trip by 
boat around New York. 

The entire trip was the Chrys- 
ler Division’s way of showing ap- 
preciation for the consistent re- 
tail sales success of the 100 Club 
members. The club consists of the 
100 salesmen who sold the most 
Chryslers at retail in the year 
ending June 30. 


Upon their arrival in San Fran- 
cisco July 25, on the Chrysler 
special ll-car train, the men 
were greeted by film star and 
honorary mayor of Treasure Is- 
land, Betty Grable. During their 
three-day stay at the Palace Ho- 
tel in the Bay City, the men were 
feted by exposition and city of- 
ficials. Much of their time was 
taken up with visits to San Fran- 
cisco’s World’s Fair. 


In addition to this activity, side- 
trips were made to the many 
scenic and historical points of in- 
terest about the bay region. 


Stop in Cheyenne 


One of the most enjoyable spots 
on the trip was a stop in Chey- 
enne, Wyo., for the “Frontier 
Day” celebration. Here every 
member of the party was pre- 
sented a “ten gallon” hat by 
Floyd R. Roe, Cheyenne dis- 
tributor. The rodeo, high spot of 
the day’s program, was voted by 
the 100 Clubbers the finest show 
that they ever had seen. 


In commenting on the trip 
which was strictly for pleasure 
and not business, Vice-President 
C. L. Jacobson said: “I can say 
with all sincerity that the 1939 
Hundred Clubbers are the most 
gentlemanly and_ well-behaved 
group of men that it has ever 
been my pleasure to associate 
with.” 

Besides Jacobson, those ac- 
companying the crack salesmen on 
the tour were: Arthur E. Tongue, 
Chrysler advertising and _ sales 
promotion director; Sales Execu- 
tives Earl Wilson and J. R. Bar- 
ton and several regional managers. 
President D. A. Wallace joined the 
party in Cheyenne and accom- 
panied it to New York. 





Increase Displays 


ST. PAUL, Minn.—Truck and auto- 
mobile accessory manufacturers are 
included among the many manufac- 
turers who are increasing their dis- 
plays at the Minnesota State Fair, to 
be held here Aug. 26-Sept. 4. Im- 
roved business conditions and excel- 
ent crop reports, are given by the 
fair officials as the reasons for the 
greatly increased expansion of dis- 
plays. 





- Chris Sinsabaugh’s sparkling 
Sparks” column is read by the “wide- 
awake” in the industry 
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One sacred pledge we make our friends here 
and now. This publication, God willing and so 
long as it is in our charge, will never champion 
the cause of any individual or any corporation 
which is not for the best interests of the automo- 
tive industry as a whole. Nor will its columns 
be used to spread gossip or inflame prejudice. 
It will confine itself to the upbuilding of the 
industry it is pledged to serve, wholly through 
the dissemination of NEWS whieh is timely 
authentic and of value—(AN 6-10-1933). 
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Peace Deserves Priority 


FTER a month of bickering and delay, proposals for peace 

in the General Motors-CIO-UAW dispute are welcomed 
on all sides. It is not a pretty picture in this day of enlighten- 
ment and admitted inter-dependence that we have no method 
for solving our differences without resort to strikes and the 
violence and waste strikes imply. 

In the General Motors dispute there can be little question 
that the key to an earlier settlement rested largely with the 
National Labor Relations Board. In our estimation, the cor- 
poration was justified in its hesitancy to enter into any agree- 
ment with one faction of UAW so long as the jurisdictional 
rights of either faction was still in dispute. The power to 
establish the rights of either group in this case, however, 
rested with the NLRB under the election powers bestowed 
upon it by the Wagner Act. Dalliance on the part of the board 
resulted in delay in negotiations. 

Labor leadership in this industry has been new and inex- 
perienced on the whole and the reaction of the Wagner Act 
among these leaders has been much the same as one would 
expect from a shot of Spanish Fly administered to a rollick- 
ing colt. Hence, many demands have been impertinent, im- 
patient and ill-advised. On the other hand, management per- 


Clipped and Contributed 





Changes in Foreign 
Trade 

The June report of American 
foreign trade by the department 
of commerce reveals some inter- 
esting trends. Imports of merchan- 
dise were less than in May, al- 
though a decline is not normal 
for the month. Imports as a rule 
rise and fall with domestic busi- 
ness activity, often anticipating 
changes in the business picture by 
a month or two. 


Imports began to rise this spring 
in March, allowing for normal 
seasonal] tendencies, although 
business itself did not turn up- 
ward until two months later. The 
June decrease would ordinarily be 
regarded, therefore, as an unfav- 
orable sign. Month-to-month fig- 
ures, however, frequently ffuctu- 
ate widely, and a single month's 
setback is not to be taken too 
seriously. The June check in im- 
ports will require confirmation by 
the July figures before it can be 
regarded as an adverse indication. 


Exports, on the contrary, di- 
rectly reflect conditions abroad, 
together with our ability to keep 
Our share of foreign markets. 
June exports were lower, but the 
decrease was less than the usual 


‘seasonal drop. Two main influ- 
| ences were in evidence. 


tk 


On the one hand, there was a 
further drop in our exports of cot- 
ton, formerly our leading export 
product and still of major impor- 
tance Cotton exports for the first 
half of 1939 were $50,000,000, or 
more than 42 percent under Jan- 
uary-June, 1938, and for the en- 
tire 1938-39 season are expected 
to be the lowest in 70 years. The 
reason is not any falling off in 


haps has been too complacent in its own conception of the | foreign demand but the fact that, 


good it has conferred upon its workers and is therefore 
shocked and affronted that anyone should place less value 
on its well-meaning plans than it has read into them. 

Both sides have suffered from these varying conceptions 
in the past. Let us hope that in the future there will be a 
mutual will for peace rather than a will for power on either 
side. Peace deserves priority. 


Press Previews 


as a result of the government’s 
price-pegging policies, American 
cotton has been unable to retain 
its accustomed share of foreign 
markets. 


More or less offsetting the fall 
in our cotton export is the upward 
trend of our sales abroad of man- 


URING the next few weeks newsmen from the nation’s | Uf@ctured and partly manufac- 


leading newspapers will flock to Detroit for the annual 
peek-see at the offerings for next year. While these previews 
usually precede ‘public introductions by from six to eight 
weeks, it is significant that we are rapidly approaching a 
change of season. There are still two good selling months 
ahead, however, and the dealer who watches his step care- 
fully in that period can come into the fall market in good 
shape, both from a cash-on-hand and inventory point of view. 
Those who get panicky can euchre themselves out of both. 
Unfortunately, with fall shows, cleanups come at a period 
when most folk are either going on, or returning from vaca- 
tions. If they are going they won’t spend and if they are 





tured merchandise. This is partly 
the result of the active demand 
from the agricultural nations—- 
especially of Latin America and 


‘the British dominions—for Amer- 


ican automobiles and other prod- 


lucts of our factories. 


But it also appears to reflect 
the rearmament activity that 
increasingly dominating economic 
and 


is 


conditions abroad, is more 


returning they probably can’t. An early cleanup is desirable} and more compelling foreign 


but not at a loss that will dissipate earlier gains. 


Seed Circulators 


ONGRESSMEN, who for years have been famed for their | 


distribution of seeds to constituents, probably never sent 
out a more valuable package than the seeds of common-sense 
which they gave their followers this week in curtailing the 
Administration’s spending-lending bill. This road to recov- 
ery has been followed since 1933. Its windings, like the run- 
way of a hare, seem always to bring us back to the same 
nest of depression from which we started. From there, after 
refilling our pockets with new loans, we start the circuit 


anew. As an expedient the practice may be sound—as a prac- | 


tice it sounds like an expedient for something else. 


countries to supplement their own 


output with American iron and 
steel, copper, aircraft and other 
manufactured products and ma- 
terials. 

With no halt in sight to the 
growing concentration on arms 


abroad, the demand for our prod- 
ucts directly or indirectly affected 


‘by the arms race is likely to attain 


considerable importance in our 


foreign trade.—New York 
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Peeping Toms Start Prying 





In This Corner— 
‘In Right Direction ....° 


The views expressed in this column are those of our readers. 
Anonymous contributions will not be accepted but confidence will 
be observed upon request. 






| Automobile Worker” as we do not 
want anyone in the industry, who 
happens to read this article, to 
get the impression that we have 
agreed to a closed shop.—J. H. 
McDuffee, vice-president, Electric 
Auto-Lite Co., Toledo. 


Fair and Raine(y) 


Let me congratulate Bill Calla- 
han and the publishing company 
on instituting a series under your 
name, entitled “Dealers Tell Me.” 
I am certain it is a step in the 
right direction and will be result- 
ful from the publication stand- 
point and your readers’ interest. 

I notice that Callahan is making 
a speech down at the Maryland 
dealers’ convention, and whether 
or not his speech is any good, the 
convention will be a standout be- 
cause Johnnie Raine always sees 
that everyone has a good time.— 
John O. Munn, John O. Munn Co., | 


| Swell 


Your recently issued Almanac 
Was a “humdinger.” (I’m not cer- 
tain of the meaning of that word 
but it always impressed me as 
meaning “‘swell.’’)—M. M. Ransier, 
director of publicity, Automotive 
Parts & Equipment Manufactur- 
ers, Detroit. 











Toledo, O. 
Interesting || Coming Events 
The first issue of Automotive 
myurt : ‘ to ; AUGUST 
News carrying Bill Callahan’s new $80<fekenes Maes Per. Acnane! 


column, ‘Dealers Tell Me,” has 
proven interesting to all of us 
here. We congratulate you on your 
opportunity for some real accom- 
plishment. — H. C. Butkiewicz, 
vice-president, Universal Credit 
Co., Detroit. 


Automotive Accessories Exhibit. 
10—Old Club, Harsen’s Island, Mich. 
Nash press preview party. 


SEPTEMBER 


14-16—La Crosse, Wis. Wisconsin Auto- 
motive Trade Assn. annual con- 
vention. 


OCTOBER 

4-13—Cleveland. National Machine 

Open Shop Tool Show. 
: . »ve | 12-21—London. International Automo- 

As you no doubt know, we have a ee 
a USL Battery plant in Oakland | 14-21—Rochester, N. Y. Automobile 
(Calif.) and while there I ne-| __ show. 
gotiated a renewal of our labor | '5-®2—New York. National Automobile 
snow. 


contracts with the UAW, repre- 
senting our production workers, 
and with the Warehousemen’s 
Union, representing the receiving 


21-27—Detroit. Automobile show. 

21-27—Buffalo. Automobile show. 
21-27—Newark. Automobile show. 
21-28—Baltimore. Automobile show. 


21-28—Pittsburgh. Automobile show. 


and _ shippin epar s, 2 
scoaheaiae” Zs a aeen or 21-28—Milwaukee. Automobile show. 
; : = 21-28—Toronto. National Motor Show 
signed on a basis of the open shop of Canada. 
principle. 22-28—St. Louis. Automobile show. 
The “United Automobile Work- — 11—Milan, Italy. Automobile 
es ie salon. 
er,” a publication of the CIO| 96 Noy. 1—pniladelphia. Automobile 
printed in Detroit, in the July 19 show. 
issue, states that the new agree- | 28-Nov. 3—Los Angeles. Automobile 
ments provide for a union shop. show. 
It would be appreciated if you NOVEMBER 


3- 9—San Francisco. Automobile show 

4-12—Chicago. Automobile show. 

8-16—Chicago. National Motor Truck 
Show. Navy Pier. 


DECEMBER 


11-16—Chicago. Automotive Service In- 
dustries Show. 


would run a notice in Automotive 


tracts with the unions in our Oak- 
land plant are strictly on an open 
shop basis, in contradiction to the 
made in the “United 









) 





penn. a 
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‘Which of ‘Uhese 


) 


is the ‘Irue Picture 


OF NEW CAR BUYERS’ MONTHLY MAGAZINES? 


Read the facts and judge for 


yourself; they may help you 
to sell more new cars in 1940 


THE SURVEY at the left was made by mail. The one at the right, 
by investigators who got into the homes and actually saw the 
magazines that were there. 

If the best new car prospects are families that bought new cars 
before—then let’s get the truth about the magazines that actually 
reach those families. 

The truth costs money. You can’t get it for a two cent stamp. 
The last series of presidential polls proved that. 

Now True Story has published the first large-scale inquiry 
(2,661 families in 11 cities) into the magazines that can be physi- 
cally seen in new car buyers’ homes. 

Two independent research organizations did the job. Their 
findings agree amazingly. Yet an old-fashioned mail question- 
naire to these same families shows an entirely different picture. 
It’s up to you to decide. Will you spend your 1940 money on the 
old-fashioned basis of claims and guesses—or on the unimpeach- 
able authority of two-score individual investigators who say, “‘I 
know; I was there: I saw and handled these magazines’’? 

Particularly when the results jibe with your common sense. 


If THERE are nine million new car buyers and little more than three million 
families making more than $60 a week—most of those new car buyers must be 


in the modest income groups. ; ; 
Any magazine with a couple of million circulation or more must have its share 


of these families. ; 
Remember this, when you make your 1940 magazine lists: It takes all kinds of 
folks to make a new car market—and it takes all kinds of magazines to reach them. 


A FINAL THOUGHT: 

Of all the leading magazines, True Story has the only basically 
different editorial appeal—tends to reach a different group of new 
cat buyers. The figures show that tewer of True Story’s new car 
buying families already will have been reached by your ads in the 
weeklies than is true of any other monthly. Before you approve 
your 1940 magazine list, it may pay you to make sure that your 
organization has considered the 1940 Fact and Fancy about maga- 
zines in new car buyers’ homes. 
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THESE TWO SURVEYS WERE MADE AMONG THE SAME PEOPLE! 


THIS 


Survey A—REPORTED 
BY MAILED 


or THIS 


Survey B—ACTUALLY 
SEEN IN THE HOME 


QUESTIONNAIRE 


New Car Buyers 


—per advertising dollar 


79 General D 
78 General B 
71 General E 
67 Women’s A 
56 General C 
50 Women’s D 
45 Women’s C 
41 Women’s B 
36 General A 


G6 TrueStory 10th 


Ranking of monthly mag- 

azines whose readers say 

would be MISSED MOST 

if they could no longer re- 
ceive them. 


ist True Story 37% 


2nd Women’s A 35% 
3rd Women’s C 30% 
4th General E 29% 
5th General D 27% 
6th General C 24% 
7th Women’s B 23% 
8th General B 22% 
9th General A 21% 
10th Women’s D 14% 


Source: “Fact & Fancy About Ma 
azines Read by New Car Buyers 
1939 








New Car Buyers 
—per advertising dollar 


1st lst General E 56 
2nd 2nd General B 52 
3rd 3rd True Story 51 
4th 4th General D 

5th 5th Women’s A 

6th 6th Women’s B 

7th 7th General C 

8th 8th Women’s D 

9th 9th General A 

10th Women’s C 


Source: “Fact & Fancy About Magazines 
Read by New Car Buyers,” 1939 


Ranking of Monthly Magazines by Number of 


MEN Readers. 
1st American Magazine................................ 2,209,823 
2nd True Story ... . . 1,823,989 
BE CI oicaiscsicincinicsincssccentssnacsecsees 1,704,418 
4th Better Homes & Gardens...................... 1,524,909 
iis ciiiia tiisindninivecisiihndbininantbaisonil 1,157,409 
6th American Home...................00....00000000--- 1,140,961 
7th Woman's Home Companion.................... 916,492 
8th Ladies’ Home Journal.............................. 914,388 
lac nermotieicheionsasi 869,638 
10th Good Housekeeping.........................0..0..... 763,709 


Source: Starch Consumer Magazine Report Jan.-Dec. 1938. 
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New Car Regist 
New Truck Sales Show 
26% Gain Over Last Year 


DETROIT.—A sales upswing in 
the first six months of this year 
sent new passenger car registra- 
tions 44.67 percent over registra- 
tions in the first half of 1938, it 
was reported last week by R. L. 
Polk & Co. 

Completed first-half tabulations 


Studebaker’s Net 
Hits $774,314 in 
First Half of °39 


SOUTH BEND. — Studebaker 
Corp. last week reported net profit 
for the second quarter of 1939 
amounted to $717,400, against a 
net loss of $868,009 for the same 
period last year. For the first six 
months of 1939, Studebaker’s net 
profit of $774,314 compared with 
a net loss of $1,940,360 for the first 
half of 1938. 

Net sales of $22,808,374 for the 
‘second quarter were more than 
2% times the $8,787,521 sales for 
the same period last year and 
were the largest for any quarter 
since the third quarter of 1929. 

Net sales of $37,903,623 for the 
first half of the year compared 
with $17,493,033 in the same pe- 
riod of 1938. 





Second quarter profit this year 


equaled 32 cents a common share. 


U. S. Tire Dealers Open 


San Francisco Branch 
NEW YORK.—Establishment 
of the San Francisco district sales 
branch of the U. S. Tire Dealers 
Corp., as a divisional headquarters 
office to include the northern half 
of California, Nevada and the Salt 
Lake City district, as well as the 
Hawaiian Islands, is announced 
by H. N. Hawkes, general sales 
manager. 

Chester W. Ort, who has been 
sales manager of the Los Angeles 
division for the past year, will 
head the newly created San Fran- 
cisco division. He will be suc- 
ceeded at Los Angeles by Harry 
O. Bock, heretofore divisional 
sales manager at Detroit. 


Switches Offered 


ST. LOUIS.—An assortment of Stop- 
Lite switches Ser heehee brake sys- 
tems is announ by the Wagner 
Electric Corp., manufacturers of Lock- 


heed hydraulic brakes. 





show that 1,409,102 new units 
were registered in the United 
States from Jan. 1 to July 1 this 
year as compared to 974,023 in the 
first six months of 1938. 

New truck registrations also 
showed an encouraging gain, al- 
though the jump was not so great 
—248,826 for the first half of 1939 
as compared to 196,067 in the same 
period of 1938, an increase of 26.91 
percent. 

Completed June registration fig- 
ures released by Polk show that 
purchase of 40,482 new truck units 
was recorded in June for an in- 
crease of 32.09 percent over the 
30,647 registrations in June a year 
ago, but a drop of 10.80 percent 
from the 45,381 of May, this year. 

Passenger car volume for June 
stood at 243,741. This represents 
a gain of 55.86 percent over the 
mark of 156,384 recorded in June 
a year ago, although it is 13.21 
percent under the 280,834 new 
— car registrations in May, 


Auburn Seeking 
To Reorganize 


Under Sect. 77B 


FORT WAYNE, Ind. — Auburn 
Automobile Co. has filed a plan of 
reorganization under Sect. 77B of 
the federal bankruptcy act with 
the United States district court 
here. The plan hinges on the pro- 
curement of additional working 
capital through the sale of 5 per- 
cent first mortgage convertible 
bonds. 

Present fixed charges on three- 
year 4% percent convertible de- 
bentures, now in default, would be 
eliminated. The value of the com- 
pany’s fixed assets would be 
written down. 

All subsidiaries of the company 
would be liquidated, excepting the 
Lycoming Mfg. Co. of Pennsyl- 
vania. The firm has been operat- 
ing under court order several 
months. 





New Zealand Further 


Restricts Car Imports 
WASHINGTON—The U. S. de- 
partment of commerce is _ in- 
formed that under a decision of 
the New Zealand government, ef- 
fective Oct. 1, further restric- 
tions have been fixed in the cus- 
toms definition of unassembled 
motor vehicle bodies and chassis. 
The importaticn of assembled 
motor vehicles into New Zealand 
from all sources has been pro- 
hibited during the six months 
period ending Dec. 31, 1939. 
The new definition includes the 
following restrictions, in addi- 
tion to those previously in effect: 
Metal body panels for all classes 
of vehicles may not contain a 
protective coating which includes 
cellulose, pyroxylin, or similar 
lacquer; doors for trucks must 
be imported unassembled with 
window regulating gear detached 
and panel stampings unwelded; 
reinforcing plates and parts for 
panels, and rear windows for all 
steel truck cabs must not be at- 
tached; head lining material not 
being wholly of wool, and leather- 
cloth, must be imported in the 
piece, and will be dutiable under 
their respective classifications. 


Ind. Dealer to Install 


Drive-In Parts Dept. 
INDIANAPOLIS.—Roy Wilmeth 
Co. (Ford) has leased property 
adjacent and south of its present 
building at Meridian and Walnut 
Sts. The site will contain a super- 
service station. 

One of the outstanding features 
will be a drive-in parts depart- 
ment, where customers can drive 
their cars or trucks to the counter 
and be served without getting out. 
Ample room will be provided for 
75 cars at one time. 





PLYMOUTH SEDAN with top made entirely of transparent piastic developed by Briggs 


AUTOMOTIVE NEWS, MONDAY, AUGUST 7, 1939 


rations Hit 1,409,102 in First Half 








cars now on display at Chrysler Motors World’s Fair Exhibit in New York. 


ee 


Tire Stores Subject to 
Texas Chain Taxes 


AUSTIN, Tex.—In an opinion 
handed down by Attorney Gen- 
eral Gerald C. Mann here last 
week, the Firestone Tire and 
Rubber Co. has been held li- 
able for Texas chain store 
taxes on places of business op- 
erating under the “Firestone 
budget plan”. 

In his opinion, Mann stated 


that the corporation had an ar- 
rangement with some retail 
dealers who resold Firestone 


products under a_ contract 
which gives the corporation 
such control over the dealers in 
question that it could “and 
probably does” sell tires, tubes 
and other products in the deal- 
ers’ places of business as effec- 
tively as if it directly owned 
the places. 





Vincent Bendix 
Lists Liabilities 
of $14,354,979 


SOUTH BEND, Ind—Vincent 
Bendix, president of the Bendix 
Aviation Corp., has filed a sched- 
ule of assets and liabilities in the 
United States district court list- 
ing personal liabilities totaling 
$14,354,979 and assets amounting 
to $1,868,279. The bankruptcy 
action against him was instigated 
by a group of real estate bond- 
holders whose investments were 
personally guaranteed by Bendix 
more than 10 years ago. 

The larger part of his liabilities 
is the amount of his indebtedness 
to the Chicago bondholders. These 
obligations are included in unse- 
cured claims totaling $13,616,369. 
Other large obligations are secur- 
ed claims valued at $366,777 and 
accommodation paper at $371,222. 

Miscellaneous liabilities include 
obligations as the result of stock 
ownership in closed banks, unful- 
filled pledges to opera companies 
and various societies, member- 
ships in a score of exclusive clubs 
and debts to haberdashers, res- 
taurants and hotels, including one 
item of $993 due the Waldorf- 
Astoria hotel in New York City. 

The assets are listed at book 
value with no attempt to ascer- 
tain the actual value. 


Old Pierce-Arrow Plant 


May Be in Use by *40 
BUFFALO, N. Y.—Several in- 
quiries regarding taking over a 
portion of the Pierce-Arrow Motor 
Corp. plant here for manufactur- 
ing purposes, have been received 
in recent months, officials in 
charge of liquidation revealed. 
None of the companies making 
inquiries has as yet placed defin- 
ite commitments but it is entirely 
possible that at least a part of 
the huge plant will be in use by 
some manufacturer before the end 
of the year. 


Briggs Develops Plastic Top 
For Chrysler Cars at Fair 


DETROIT.—An automobile, | bearings, cylinder blocks, trans. 


with the top made entirely of 
transparent plastic, has been de- 
veloped by the Briggs Mfg. Co. 
for the Chrysler Corp. and has 
been placed on display at the 
Chrysler Motors building at the 
World’s Fair in New York. 
Briggs, under the direction of 
John Tjaarda, head of the com- 
pany’s design research depart- 
ment, has done considerable work 
in developing a new plastic to be 
used for automobile construction. 
With this new material, which 
is claimed to be stronger than 
steel, more crash-proof and very 
tough without being brittle, the 
all-plastic automobile body is 
visualized as not far off. The lat- 
ter bodies will weigh only % the 
weight of the present steel bodies, 
and owing to the low cost of this 
plastic, which is called “Steel- 
plast,” will not be more costly 
than steel. “Monosteel” construc- 
tion, as introduced by Briggs and 
now used in the Lincoln-Zephyr, 
is to be used in the plastic bodies. 
This construction eliminates the 
conventional frame, and the body 
will be a_ self-supporting unit 
made entirely of “Steelplast.” 


Where ordinary steel for bodies 
has approximately a tensile 
strength of 44,000 pounds per 
square inch, “Steelplast” is said 
to have a tensile strength of 52,000 
pounds per square inch. It is not 
a laminated material but contains 
wood fiber. When still in slush 
form, the plastic is polarized, 
through which treatment the 
fibers are laid lengthwise. 

Tjaarda states that eventually 
the material can also be used for 


U.S. Traffic Toll 
Rate Is Among 
Lowest in World 


CHICAGO.—“A_ recent inter- 
national accident survey reveals 
that the United States is in the 
lower bracket as far as fatalities 
are concerned, according’ to 
Charles M. Hayes, president of 
the Chicago Motor club. 


“Based upon the traffic death 
rate per 10,000 motor vehicles, 
the United States has 13.0 deaths, 
as compared to Italy’s high with 
61.4,” Hayes announced. “New 
Zealand was low with 7.5. Other 
important figures included Eng- 
land and Wales with 24.6 deaths, 
Germany with 43.4, and _ the 
Netherlands, 51.1, all far above 
the United States.” 

“America’s low position in the 
world-wide traffic toll is some- 
thing of which we should be ex- 
tremely proud,’ Hayes declared, 
“because more than 60 percent 
of the automobiles of the world 
are concentrated in the United 
States.” 

















Mfg. Co. for Chrysler Corp, 


mission cases, rear axle housings, 
wheels, fans, and many other me. 
chanical parts. It has only twice 
the expansion of steel, but wil 
not corrode or deteriorate. It doe 
not warp, and is a sound and 
heat insulator, it is claimed. 


Bodies made of “Steelplast” can} 


be painted in synthetic enamed 
without using a primer coat. At 
the same time it is said they wil 
be cooler in summer and warmer 
in winter. 


Purchasing Agents See 
Business Gain in Fall 


NEW YORK.—Moderate general 
business improvement during the 
immediate future months is fore- 
cast in the monthly report of the 
business survey committee of the 
National Assn. of Purchasing 
Agents The report adds, how- 
ever, that a further unsettlement 
of European conditions would be 
immediately reflected in __ this 
country in a manner “impossible 
of prediction at this time.” 

The “summer lull” is now being 
passed without noticeable shrink- 
age in industrial turnover, accord- 
ing to the survey, which goes on 
to note variant conditions through- 
out the country. 








hae 318! 


WEARABILIT! 


PROVED BY NICKEL IRON 





Combining close grain, good 
surface finish, and excellent wea 
resistant properties, a special elec- 
tric furnace Nickel-chromium dit 
iron containing about 1.75% 
Nickel has been developed by 
Robert Mitchell Co., Ltd., Mont- 
real, Canada. This new alloy % 
especially suited for die blocks 
used in stamping aircraft parts. 4 
large order for die blocks made of 
this special Nickel alloy iron was 
executed for the Noorduyn Ail- 
craft, Ltd., of St. Laurent, P. Q 
According to a recent report thes¢ 
dies have been in constant use fot 
over twelve months. Apart from 
high tensile strength, exceediné 
50,000 p.s.i., and Brinell hardness 
of about 270, an important chal- 
acteristic of this Nickel alloyed 
material is that it can be cast very 
close to final form and size, there- 
by materially re 
ducing fabrica- 
tion costs. 


THE 
INTERNATIONAL 
NICKEL COMPANY 
INC. New York, N.Y. 
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Three Changes 


Pontiac 
Managers 


poNTIAC.—D. U. Bathrick, 
ntiac Motors general sales man- 


three changes in 
zone managers. 

D. M. House, 
zone manager in 
Cincinnati for 
five years, has 
been transferred 
to Atlanta suc- 
ceeding J. T. 
Bray, resigned. 
N. E. Perry goes 
to Cincinnati 
from the Pitts- 
burgh zone, 
where he has 
been Manager 


the early part of 1937, and 
y. G. Helwig is promoted from 
winess manager of the Central 


e managership in 


assistant man- 





N. G. Helwig 


left vacant when 
R. B. Wright was 
made manager of 
the Oklahoma 
City zone two 
months ago. 
House has had 
many years’ ex- 


prience in the Atlanta territory. 
After being a special representa- 


in Atlanta from 


1918 to 1930, House rejoined Pon- 
tiac in 1934, becoming zone man- 
ager in Cincinnati. 

Perry joined Pontiac in 1927 as 
district representative. In 1937 he 
was made manager of the Pitts- 


Helwig’s experience with Gen- 
eral Motors goes back 11 years. 


s assistant zone 


manager in Pittsburgh for Chev- 


came to Pontiac 


as business manager for the Mid- 
west Region with headquarters in 


Bankruptcy Plea 
Filed by Everitt 


DETROIT.— Byron F. Everitt, 
67, one of the pioneers in the auto- 


in Detroit and 
the first 10,000 
cars, filed a vol- 


untary petition in bankruptcy last 
week in federal court here. 


lities as $764,943 
5704. The greatest 


single liability is a debt owed to 
B.C. Schram, receiver of the First 


National Bank-Detroit, on a note 
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dated in 1932. It was secured by 


In business for himself, Everitt 
Painted and trimmed the first 
Ford body ever built and made his 
— big money on the 10,000 Ford 

es. 


From that date he had a hand in 


business. He 
FF. Co., old-time 


automobile makers, and was later 

President of the Metzger Motor 

a Go. and the Rickenbacker Mo- 
0. 





Pa. Continues to Cut 
Highway Accident Toll 
HARRISBURG, Pa.—(UTPS)— 


ss is being made 


t reducing the number of deaths 
€nnsylvania chargeable to 
on accidents, it was re- 
Ad last week by Col. Lynn G. 
ams, commissioner of the Penn- 


Sylvania motor police. 


1987, a total 
reported,” of 


NAL 
ANY 


WT Was made 


a,” Adams said. 
i038 this was reduced to 682, and 
39 a further reduction to 408 


“For the first five months of 


945 deaths were | 
“During | 
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irestone 


CHAMPION 


THE TIRE WITH THE NEW SAFETY-LOCK 
CORD BODY AND NEW GEAR-GRIP TREAD 
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FOR 20 CONSECUTIVE 
YEARS FIRESTONE 
TIRES HAVE BEEN ON 
THE WINNING CARS 
IN THE 500-MILE 
INDIANAPOLIS RACE >| 


‘THE new Firestone Champion Tire has \ 


a heritage of safety unequaled by any other 
tire in the world! Firestone Tires have been 
on all the winning cars in the 500-mile 
Indianapolis Race for 20 consecutive years. 
In the thrilling and dangerous Pike’s Peak | 
climb and on the tearing, grinding salt beds | 
of Lake Bonneville, Utah, they set record‘ 
after record for safety, speed and endurance. 

All of the exclusive and patented { 
construction features of the new Firestone 
Champion Tire have proved their ability to 
withstand conditions of heat, speed and 
wear far greater than your car will ever 
encounter. For example, the patented 
Firestone process of Gum-Dipping, the 
revolutionary new Safety-Lock cord body 
and two extra layers under the tread were 
first developed by Firestone engineers for 
use on the speedway. And the extra-tough 
rubber which gives the sensational new 
Gear-Grip tread such remarkable non-skid 
mileage, is the result of experience in 
building wear-resisting treads for racing 
cars. All of these safety advantages are now 
incorporated in the new Firestone Champion 
Tire. 

The new Firestone Champion Tire has 
won the preference of car owners everywhere 
because of its SMART DESIGN, LONGER 
MILEAGE, and amazingly GREATER 
SAFETY. Turn this nation-wide public 
preference to your sales advantage. Order 
your new cars from the factory equipped 
with Firestone Champion Tires—the only 
tires made that are safety-proved 
on the speedway for your protection 
on the highway. 


WILBUR SHAW, 
the 1939 winner 
Wilbur Shaw won his second 
victory in the 500-mile 
Indianapolis Race on 
Firestone Champion Tires 
at an average speed of 115.03 
miles an hour. 









FIRESTONE EXHIBITS 
AT THE TWO GREAT 
WORLD’S FAIRS 


See Firestone Tires made 
in the Firestone Factory and 
Exhibition Building at the 
New York World’s Fair. 
Visit the Firestone Exhibit 
at the Golden Gate 
International Exposition at 
San Francisco. 


x Firestone 
LIFE PROTECTOR 


The Tire Within a Tire 


Makes a blowout as harmless as a 
slow leak. Should a _ blowout 
occur, the exclusive Firestone 
Safety-Valve holds sufficient air 
in the inner compartment to 
support the car until it is brought to a safe stop under 
full control. 





Listen to The Firestone Voice of the Farm—Everett Mitchell interviews Champion Farmers each week durin 
the noon hour. See local paper for station and time. Also Listen to The Voice of Firestone with Richar 
Crooks, Margaret Speaks and A fred Wallenstein, Monday evenings, over Nationwide N.B.C. Red Network 


THE ONLY TIRES MADE THAT ARE SAFETY-PROVED ON 271 


BEERUWAY FOR YOUR PROTECTION ON THE HIGHWAY 





Copyright, 1939, The Firestone Tire & Rubber Co. 








Immediate Plan 


NLRB Orders Employe Vote 
For Chrysler, Briggs Plants 


(Continued from Page 1) 


While no official statements 
were issued, it was generally 
rumored that the part of the ac- 
cord which would cover the 
jurisdictional dispute would be 
that GM would agree to recognize 
all CIO grievance committees in 
plants where there is no dispute 
between the rival faction. In the 
disputed plants bargaining would 
remain frozen until the dispute 
is settled among the union fac- 
tions. 

The corporation also is under- 
stood to have agreed to provide 
more work and steadier em- 
ployment for tool and die makers 
within its plants by reducing the 
amount of work purchased from 
outside plants and private con- 
tractors and doing more of this 
work within its own plants. 

On the other hand, it was 
understood that the union de- 
mands for a flat pay increase of 
10 cents an hour, had been de- 
nied along with a demand that 
union labels be placed on all dies. 

While, of course, in all such 


Buffalo Dealers 
Plead for Peace 
In Motor Strikes 


BUFFALO, N. Y.—Scores of 
Western New York automobile 
dealers have registered pleas with 
senators and representatives, ask- 
ing their assistance in ending labor 
strife in the automobile industry. 
Several hundred telegrams have 
been sent to Senator James M. 
Mead and Reps. Pius L. Schwert, 
J. Francis Harter and Walter G. 
Andrews. 


Dealers stress that employes of 
their sales and service organiza- 
tions are being deprived of a fair 
chance to earn a living as a result 
of production curtailment caused 
by strikes and plant closings. They 
ask congressmen to use their influ- 
ence to have the National Labor 
Relations Board intercede in the 
automobile labor war so produc- 
tion again will be renewed on a 
normal basis. 


Steps Up Production 


LA CROSSE, Wis.—With the current 
payroll at approximately 650, the 
Moto Meter Gauge and Equipment Co. 
here expects to gradually step up 
production until employment is ex- 
pected to reach a peak of about 1,300 
persons by Sept. 1 The company 
signed a working contract July 14 with 
the CIO United Automobile Workers 
of America that will remain in effect 
until July 21, 1940. 


Universal Of 


negotiations there is chance for 
some unexpected slip-up which 
could stymie progress, there was 
general confidence that the accord 
reached could be carried through 
to fruition and men returned to 
work almost immediately. 


That the corporation apparently 
felt that this could be done was 
evidenced in the fact that some 
divisions which had been previous- 
ly scheduled, and then indefinitely 
postponed their newspaper pre- 
views of 1940 models, re-instated 
them following the announcement 
of the accord. Buick, which had 
originally planned to show its 
new cars to the press Aug. 8, will 
now hold its preview Aug. 23. 
Oldsmobile, which had tentatively 
set its date for preview as Sept. 
11, is sticking to that plan. 


This would indicate that, while 
the corporation has been set back 
in its plans for 1940, it still is 
confident that it will be able to 
make up the lost time so as not to 
place its dealers in an unfavorable 
competitive position in the fall 
market. 


Beyond this present settlement 
still lies the harrassing question of 
the factional dispute in labor 
ranks. Elections in Chrysler plants 
seem aimed to determine at least 
which union faction shall have 
bargaining rights, which would 
remove the chief impediment to 
decisive negotiations which ham- 
strung the GM management for 
many weeks. It is hoped now that 
a similar plan for determining 
representation can be developed 
in the case of GM although the 
labor board has made no com- 
mitments to date. 


New Car Sales 
Up $9,000,000 


In lowa in °39 


DES MOINES, Ia.—Iowans spent 
nearly $9,000,000 more for new 
cars in the first six months of this 
year than they did in the corre- 
sponding 1938 period, Iowa state 
automobile use tax collections 
show. The gain was 37 percent. 


The 1939 semi-annual new auto- 
mobile volume aggregated $33,- 
220,158, the figures show, com- 
pared with $24,236,332 for the first 
half of last year. 

The sales volume is computed 
by figuring use tax receipts as 2 
percent of the total amounts spent 
for new cars. 


‘fers New 


Touring Credit Service 


DETROIT.—A new and ex- 
clusive “emergency credit cer- 
tificate” plan to meet the prob- 
lems of emergency credit require- 
ments of motor car travelers 
away from home has been offered 
to its time payment customers by 
Universal Credit Co., it was an- 
nounced today by Ernest Kanzler, 
president. 

The plan is available only 
through Ford, Mercury and Lin- 
coln-Zephyr dealers, Kanzler said, 
and is intended to benefit par- 


Manufacturers’ Agents-- 


I am 21 years old. Two and 
one-half years college training. 
Anxious to become associated 
with manufacturer’s agent. Good 
personality. Good background 
and WILL START AT BOT- 
TOM. Opportunity to show 
what I can do is what I want. 
Address Box 199, Automotive 
News, 2751 E. Jefferson, De- 
troit, Mich. 












ticularly thousands of their cus- 
tomers who travel by automobile 
extensively or who spend their 
vacation periods in motor travel. 


Under the new Universal plan 
which has just been released to 
the company’s 168 branches 
through the United States and to 
Ford dealers and their staffs, a 
new “emergency credit certificate” 
is to be issued to Universal time 
payment customers. The certificate 
entitles the holder to credit for 
payment of the costs of emergency 
repairs, or for the purchase of 
tire replacements, accessories or 
other emergency needs from any 
Ford, Mercury or Lincoln-Zephyr 
dealer in the United States. 


Kanzler said it was anticipated 
that the new credit certificate 
would be used primarily by 
travelers who are away from 
home whose credit has not been 
established in the locality where 
the emergency needs arise and 
whose vacation plans might be 
greatly upset by the extra out- 
lays necessitated by these emer- 
gency expenditures. 
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Welcome Merit Men 
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t Openings to Follow GM, CLO PaciN 


o——__—_ 





R. L. RICKENBAUGH, sales promotion manager of Cadillac-LaSalle, wel- 
comes officers of the Cadillac Merit Men at their annual convention last week 


at Rye, N. Y. Left to right, A. W. ~~ Indianapolis, new president of 


the honorary sales organization; J. 


Carney, Dallas, treasurer; J. F. Mc- 


Gowan, Chicago, second vice-president; and Rickenbaugh. 


A 1904 CADILLAC one-cylindered car headlined attractions for the Cadillac 
Merit Men when they visited the World’s Fair. Here are E. P. Mauder, manager 





of the New York factory branch for Cadillac-LaSalle; Hildegarde, radio singing 
star; and D. E. Ahrens, general sales manager of Cadillac, enjoying a ride 


during the convention. 





STAR SALESMEN await the arrival of fellow Merit Men members at the 


Westchester Country Club. Left to right, 


E. O. Beebe, Great Neck, Long 


Island; J. R. George, Mt. Vernon; R. H. Scott, Pittsburgh; W. J. Dietz, Brook- 


lyn; and H. G. McDonell, Gre2t Neck. 


GROUP AT the Westchester Country Club, Rye, N. 
Merit Men’s convention was held last week. Left to right, F. E. Corrigan and 


W. Roy Roberts, of Atlanta; R. 
Cadillac-LaSalle; 
vice-president of the Merit Men. 





St. Louis Studying Use 
Of Cars for Passengers 


ST. LOUIS.—Two 12-passenger 
automobiles, priced at $3,000 each, 
are being demonstrated by Pontiac 
Motor division to the St. Louis 


Inspection Started 


TRENTON, N. J.—New Jersey's 
fourth semi-annual compulsory motor 
vehicle inspection period began Aug. 
1. No official notices are being sent 
through the mails, as cars are due for 
inspection six months from the date 
that appears on the front of 
present windshield stickers. 





their . 
i service cars. 





Y., where the Cadillac 


L. Newton, assistant general sales manager of 
H. D. Wallin, Atlanta; and H. D. Bornstein, Boston, first 





| Public Service Co., which operates 


the city’s surface electric railway 
system and motor buses. 

Samuel W. Greenland, general 
manager of the service company, 
said the company was considering 
putting the automobiles into oper- 
ation for use in charter or contract 
service or on lines where traffic 
is light. He said the new type of 
cars, which are divided into four 
compartments each accommodat- 
ing three passengers, would not be 
specifically used to compete with 





—~ 


| Ahrens Optimistic 


For 1940 in Talk 
Before Merit Club 


RYE, N. Y.—Experience jn the 
automobile industry since the days 
of the first car augurs that 194) 
will be a better business yea, 
than 1939, D. E. Ahrens, genera) 
sales manager of Cadillac-LaSalle 
told a meeting of leading national 
retail salesmen here last week. 

“The statement takes into cop. 
sideration that the current yeg 
will run 35 to 40 percent ahead of 
1938,” Ahrens said. “It is based op 
statistical records which show 
automobile volume has never ye 
failed to score two successive year; 
of improvement once recovery sets 
in.” 

Before the 125 representatives 
who were brought here from % 
states and Canada as guests of the 
company for a four-day outing a 
Westchester and the World’s Fair. 
Ahrens analyzed past trends that 
portend continued automobile sale 
increases. 

“To simplify our subject let y 
put down as ‘plus’ years all auto- 
motive years that have registered 
gains over the preceding year,” the 
sales manager said. “Those that 
have declined from previous year’s 
volume we will list as ‘minus 
years. 

“By this gauge we have had in 
the past an occasional series of 
either ‘plus’ or ‘minus’ years, but 
never a sequence when two ‘plus 
years were not coupled. Thus, 
with the year of 1938 rated as 2 
‘minus’ year, it becomes reason- 
ably certain that 1940 will follow 
1939 on the ‘plus’ side of. the 
ledger.” 

Ahrens was one of several fac- 
tory executives who addressed the 
Cadillac Merit Men. Others in- 
cluded Nicholas Dreystadt, gen- 
eral manager; R. L. Newton and 
E. F. Upson, assistant general sales 
managers; Frank J. Denney, ad- 
vertising manager, and R. L. Rick- 
enbaugh, sales promotion manager. 

The convention trip rewarded 
sales efforts of 1938. Combined re- 
tail business of the group totaled 
more than $20,000,000. 


36 Dealers Added 
To Hudson Roster 


DETROIT.—New dealers re 
cently signed by Hudson Moto 


Car Co. are as follows: 
Arizona—W. J. Tuttle, Winslow; Cali 
fornia—John R. Hie, Pomona; Woot 
Garage, Santa Barbara: Hawkins Tit 
Service, Santa Maria; Mlinois—George 0 
Moore, Albion; Automotive Service, Greet 
ville; Indiana—V. R. Borgman, Batesville: 
Dewey Cope, Crawfordsville; Jaqua Mote 
Sales Co., Kokomo; Kaiser Bros, Law 
enceburg; Kansas—Milloway Motor Co 
Larned; E. E. Strohm, Little River. 





Kentucky—Raymond Shewmaker, Dat: 
ville; Broadway Service Station, Frank- 
fort; Missouri—Street’s Auto Service, Co 
lumbia; Iivezey Auto Service, Kirksville; 
New Hampshire—Coburn Motor “Service, 
Milford; New York—Civie Service Station. 
Lindenhurst; Service Garage, Warwick: 
North Carolina—Strickland Brothers, Dunn: 
Wilkes Motors, N. Wilkesboro; L & S Auto 
Service, Smithfield; Ohio—O. L. Cartrigh! 
Motor Co., Chillicothe; L. F. Brown, Cit 
cinnati; Peter Eich Garage, Hartwell, Cit 
cinnati. 

South Dakota—Milo 
Texas—W. M. Goetz, Converse; Biegerts 
Garage, San Antonio; Chadwick & Sur 
tees, San Antonio; Ft. Sam Garage, Sa 
Antonio; Morris & Posey, So. San Antonio; 
Virginia—Red’s Auto Service, Lynchburé: 
Utah—Brooks Motor Co,, Holladay; Wes 
Virginia—Clarksburg Body Works, Clarks 
burg; Robinson Motor Co., Wheeling; Wis 
consin—Strojnys Motor Sales, Mosinee. 


Moore, Winner: 


Autocar Turns Loss 
Into Profit in 1939 


ARDMORE, Pa.—An improve- 
ment of $549,293 in operating re- 
sults was disclosed by a report 00 
the first six months of this yea 
compared with 1938, according 0 
Robert P. Page jr., president of 
the Autocar Co. 

That figure is based on operat- 
ing profits of $192,190 for the first 
six months of 1939, compared with 
a loss of $357,103 during the cor- 
responding period of 1938. 





svarkling 


Chris Sinsabaugh’s a 
“wide- 


“Sparks” column is read by the 
awake” in the industry. 
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fuel Taxes Would Amortize 
Bond Issue of $100,000,000 


special to Automotive News | 
TRENTON, N. J.—New Jersey's | 
automobile driver’s license fee 
would be reduced from $3 to $l a, 
yar as part of one of the many 
proposed unemployment relief fi- 
ancing programs, which were 
aatt numerous here than the 
Japanese beetles when the state 
gislature reconvened Aug. 3 
after a brief recess. 

With the state facing the need 
for revenues to meet a fiscal defi- 
cit, as well as to meet unemploy- 
ment relief requirements, the flies 
were quite obvious in the pro- 

sed license fee cut ointment, 
with its estimated $2,500,000 an- 
nual savings to motorists. The pro- 
posal, conceded little chance of 
grious legislative consideration, 
came from House Speaker Herbert 
J. Pascoe, who apparently figured 
itmight serve as a salve to lessen 
opposition to other portions of his 
program, such as $4,800,000 high- 
way fund diversion, $15,000,000 | 
state bond issuance and a two-cent 
cigarette tax to yield $4,000,000 | 
a year. 

Other Threats Loom 

In its practical aspects, the re- 
lief financing enigma here threat- | 
ens new automotive tax burdens |, 
rather than holding forth any such | 
hope for reduction as the Pascoe 
plan attempted to imply. If high- 
way funds are not further di- 
verted by legislative action, it is 
regarded as virtually certain that 
Gov. Moore would be forced to 
gab the motorists’ tax revenues 
for relief financing under emer- 
gency powers for such action. 
Other threats loom in the form of 
proposals for bond issuance and 
various forms of new or increased 
taxation. 

An effort was being made as 
the legislature reconvened to win 
support for a $100,000,000 bond 
issue, Which would be amortized 
through gasoline tax receipts. This 
would preclude hope for many 
years of reduced motorists’ taxes, 
which otherwise would become 
practical in 1941 when highway 
fund debt service requirements 
will be sharply reduced. For that 
reason automotive groups are op- 
vosed to such bond issuance, even 
if it provided for major highway 
constructional improvements. 

Bond Issue Is Likely 


With the fiscal situation here 
growing more serious, efforts also 
were being made to revive various 
new and increased tax proposals 
which had been in evidence 
farlier in the year but were 
dropped then in the face of strong 
public opposition. Besides the pro- 
posed cigarette tax, talk was 
started again for increased gaso- 
line tax, truck registration fee in- 
(reases, sales taxes and various 
other forms of new revenue meas- 
ures. Most observers felt, however, 
that bond issuance was more like- 
ly of adoption than any form of 
new or increased taxes. The bonds 
would have to be approved by the 














Earnings Boosted 
19% in Past Year 
By Owen-Illinois 


{JOLEDO. -Economies resulting 
—s the rehabilitation program of 
€ Owens-Illinois Glass Co., which 
“as included the reconstruction of 
eal Plants, enabled the company | 
® make a gain of 19 percent in| 
;tnings in the face of a decline of | 
our percent in sales volume in the | 
year ended June 30. 
This was reported by William E. | 
4S, President, in his quarterly | 
‘tatement to shareholders 
Net : : i 
ae carnings for the 12 months | 
$5,806 $6,893,071 as compared with 
} 617 for the like period ending | 
distrinns 1938. The company wil! | 
een ute $1,330,602 on Aug. 15 to/| 
it reholders of record July 30 when 

Pays a dividend of 50 cents a| 


share, | 
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voters at a November referendum, 
with relief needs in the interim 
financed through use of existing 
revenues—which means highway 
fund diversion, since that is the 
only source from which revenue 
is readily available here at this 
time. 

Ready for senate consideration 
as the legislature reconvened were 
three major labor bills, providing 
for state wage-hour control sim- 
ilar to the federal act; creation of 
a state labor mediation board and 
establishment of a labor relations 
board to supervise collective bar- 
gaining. Also pending was a bill to 
modify chancery court injunction 
powers. None of the labor pro- 





NOT STRICTLY ORTHODOX production is this Century model built on the 
Buick assembly line for the Forty and Eighters of the Buick Liberty Motor 
Post 310, American Legion. The replica of a French locomotive, modernized 
by special headlamps and equipment, is mounted on a Standard Series 60 
Century chassis and has all the performance and control features of this pas- 
senger car, plus dual control and radio. It will feature activities of the Post’s 
posals were expected to pass the | Forty and Eight Society at the State Legion Convention in Escanaba, Mich., 
senate, where a majority has in- | 4¥8- 18-22, and the National Convention in Chicago, Sept. 24-28. Posed with 

cts +4: - y 2 the vehicle are, left to right, W. F. Hufstader, Buick general sales manager, 
dicated opposition to major labor | ana o. w. Young, general manufacturing manager, under whose auspices it 
changes this year. was built. 


| double those of the 
month,” Evans said, “which we 
feel is noteworthy in view of the 
fact that July automobile sales 
ordinarily drop below June fig- 
ures. 
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New Diversion to Meet Relief Need 





Bantam Shipments 


Reach New High 
For Year in July 


BUTLER, Pa.—Bantam factory 


shipments for July reached the 
highest total of the year, accord- 
| ing to Roy S. Evans, president of 
the American Bantam Car Co. 


“July sales were slightly over 
preceding 


“Indications based on advance 


orders are that August will show a 
continuation of this rise in sales,” 
he added. 


The third shipment of 100 unas- 


sembled chassis was shipped to the 
Sydney assembly plant of Cam- 
eron Motors, Pty., Ltd., Australian 
distributors for Bantam cars dur- 
ing July. 
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In the Commonwealth of Aus- 
tralia are 20 cities in which 
there are 188 advertisers who 
used The Christian Science 
Monitor in 1938. 


Advertising in the Monitor 
is profitable to them—and to 
thousands of other advertisers 
in 30 different countries. The 
reasons why are obtainable at 
any office of the Monitor. 
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Developed with the co- 
operation of automotive 
engineers expressly for 
automotive engine tem- 
perature control pur- 
poses, the Sylphon Ther- 
mostat hasforyears been 
preferred equipment... 
the standard thermostat 
of America’s leading 
motor car builders. 


By making it possible to 
control engine tempera- 
tures automatically and 
dependably, Sylphon 
Thermostats have made 
it possible to use closer 
fits in moving engine 
parts, to build higher 
compression engines, to 
correct oil-pumping, to 
make engines run faster, 
smoother, longer, more 
efficiently and more 
economically than ever 
before. 
For peak engine 


performance specify 
Sylphon Thermostats ! 


THE FULTON SYLPHON 





Ce s.U aE 
KNOXVILLE, TENN. &f 


_ 


Procedure Set for Convoy Law Appeal! 





Attack Must Go 
To U.S. Supreme 
Court, It’s Ruled 


WILLIAMSPORT, Pa.—(UTPS) 
—An attack on the Pennsylvania 
law, which forbids car-over-cab 
convoy trucks from operation on 
state highways, must be made be- 
fore the U. S. supreme court in 
Washington rather than the U. S. 
district court, according to a de- 
cision by three federal court 
judges here. 

In making this decision the 
court sustained the contention of 
the commonwealth and dismissed 
the complaint and an application 
for an injunction restraining the 
enforcement. 

George Keitel, deputy attorney 
general, argued that the court had 
no authority in such an appeal 
because the 1937 law had been 
previously declared constitutional 
by the Pennsylvania supreme 
court. He argued that appellants 
had erred in taking an appeal to 
the federal district court rather 
than to the highest tribunal. 
Keitel’s argument that the district 
court had no authority in such an 
appeal was the basis of the dis- 
missal. 

Judge Francis Biddle, of the 
United States circuit court of ap- 
peals, sat with Albert W. Johnson 
and Albert L. Watson, United 
States district judges, to hear the 
appeal. 

Eight petitioners charged that 
the prohibiting act was an illegal 
restriction on interstate commerce 
and therefore made the law illegal 
and unenforceable. They further 
contended that the interstate com- 
merce commission, with full pow- 
ers to make safety regulations, has 
reported the automobile convoy 
operations safe, and permits use 
of heavy trailer trucks used to 
transport new automobiles from 
factories to dealers across state 
lines. 

The claim of the petitioners 
holds that the state illegally is 
interfering with the use of 756 
pieces of equipment valued at $1,- 
966,235, under the 1937 and 1939 
acts. An amendment to the 1937 
statute by the 1939 legislature puts 
off the effective date for making 
car-over-cab operations illegal in 
this state for two more years until 
1942. 

The petitioners included Baker 











































A. F. Lippit, of Harry Shorter, Inc. 


was O. Witanen, 


Driveaway Co., Inc., Automobile 
Shippers, Inc., and Tracy Baker 
Auto Forwarding Co., all of De- 
troit; F. J. Boutell Driveaway Co., 
Inc., of Flint; Automotive Con- 
veying Co., of New Jersey; Cliff- 
side Park M and G Co., Inc., East- 
ern Automobile Forwarding Co., 
Inc., and Pontiac Auto Transport 
Co., Inc., all of Buffalo. 


N. J. Traffic Toll Dips 
Despite N. Y. Fair Travel 


TRENTON, N. J.—Fears that 
New Jersey’s record 1938 highway 
safety improvement might be 
checked by traffic increases result- 
ing from travel to the New York 
World’s Fair, have thus far failed 
to materialize, according to Ar- 
thur W. Magee, state motor vehicle 
commissioner. Statistics reveal a 
further “saving” of 53 lives on 
the state’s highways during the 
first half of the current year. 

New Jersey traffic fatalities 
during the first six months of this 
year totaled 347, the lowest in 
eight years and 53 less than dur- 
ing the corresponding 1938 period. 
Magee said he expects a toll be- 
low 800 by the end of the year, 
as contrasted with the 1938 total 
of 865. 


Shore on Board 


CORAPOLIS, Pa.—Announcement is 
made of the election of T. Spencer 
Shore to the board of directors of the 
Standard Stee] Spring Co. here. Shore 
is treasurer of the General Tire and 
Rubber Co., with which company R. 
C. Enos, president of Standard Steel 
Spring, formerly was associated in an 
executive sales capacity. 






Merry Dodge Dealers . . . 





DODGE DEALERS of Detroit, with their sales staffs and guests, thronged 
the links of the Maple Lane Golf Club last week on the occasion of the deal- 
ers’ annual picnic. Specially notable this year were the many prizes awaiting 
successful players. The jug recipients seen here are Ed Miller and Fred King, 
of Hodges Motor Sales, Ferndale, Mich. 





OTHER WINNERS in the Detroit Dodge dealers’ annual picnic and golf 
tourney were Ed Henry, Paul Wilson, Gordon McPherson, J. E. McDaniel and 





ANOTHER VICTOR in the golf tourney staged by Dodge Dealers of Detroit 
of Colville-Moore Co., 


who captured an electric roaster. 





Short-Haul Truck Service 


Accounts for Big Percent 


NEW YORK.— Wide contrasts 
are shown in motor trucking oper- 
ations, with most truck runs rela- 


tively short but major mileages 


returned by trucks in long-haul 
duty, according to the Automobile 
Manufacturers Assn. 

Local service accounts for a high 
percentage of motor truck trips, 
as shown by sample studies in 11 
states, based on road use inter- 
views sponsored by the U. S. 
bureau of public roads in state- 
wide highway planning: surveys. 
These studies show that more than 
80 percent of all one-way truck 
trips extended less than 20 miles. 
Also, they accounted for less than 
34 percent of the total truck mile- 
age reported. 

By contrast, only 6.4 percent of 
all trips recorded were 50 to 500 
miles in length, but they ac- 
counted for 41.2 percent of total 
vehicle mileage. Large proportions 
of livestock, fruit and vegetable 
shipments are sent over the high- 
way by direct shipment on long 
hauls, because of their perishable 
character. 

Pointing to distribution of goods 
and services from urban centers 
as the basis of most short-run 
truck operation, the study shows 
the average one-way trip origi- 
nating in urban places to have 
been 26 miles in length, whereas 
the average trip originating in 


rural places was less than 13 miles. 


Road use investigations in seven 


of the 11 states showed more than 
60 percent of the trips to be intra- 
state. In eight states out of the 11 | 


less than 4 percent of all trips ex- 
tended across the borders of two 
or more states. 


3 
U. S. Rubber’s Net 

Up Sharply in 39 

NEW YORK.—A net profit of 
$4,465,397 for the first six months 
of 1939, against a net loss of $239,- 
213 for the equivalent period of 
1938, is the highlight of the half- 
yearly report of United States 
Rubber Co. 

Net sales for the period totaled 
$88,359,048, an increase of $20,- 
519,262 or 30 percent over the 
same period of 1938, F. B. Davis jr., 
chairman of the board reported. 

After providing for six months’ 
dividend on the 8 percent non- 
cumulative preferred stock, or $2,- 
604,364, there was earned $1,861,- 
033 on the 1,572,261 shares of com- 
mon stock, equivalent to $1.18 per 
share. 





Fatalities Stay Down 
WASHINGTON—Motor vehicle 
fatalities in 139 major cities during the 
first 29 weeks of 1939 totaled 3,841 
compared with 4.278 for 1938. a de- 
crease of 10 percent, according to the 
U. S. bureau of the census. Deaths 
caused by motor vehicles in the 139 
cities during the week ending July 22, 
totaled 143, or 12 fewer than in the 

corresponding week of last year. 


Company Expands 
LONG ISLAND CITY, N. Y. — The 
Petroleum Solvents Corp., has opened 
its new executive offices at 331 Madi- 
son Ave. The plants remain in Long 
Island City, 








|Roster of CATA 


Hits New High; 
6 Dealers Addei 


CHICAGO.—Roster of the Chi. 
cago Automobile Trade Assn, js at 
a new high, and members are bg. 
ing added almost daily. 

Within the past week, it 
announced by Lynn S. Snow, pres. 
ident of the association, six ney 
applications for membership wer, 
received, as follows: 

A & D Motor Sales (Hudson) 
M & C Motor Co. (De Soto-Plym. 
outh), and Gerry Semmes Moto; 
Sales, Inc. (Pontiac), all of Chi. 
cago; Harrington Motors (Hud. 
son) and L. W. Shanesy (Ford) oj 
Evanston, and Village Chevrole 
(Chevrolet) of Wilmette. 

Sam Shapiro, general Manager 
of CATA, in a bulletin covering 
association activities, revealed tha 
during the first six months of this 
year the license bureau filled 20. 
096 requests for owner identifica. 
tion of cars, and its employment 
department placed 921 applicants 
on jobs without cost to employer 
or employes. 

Recommendations of the associ- 
ation were also largely respon- 
sible for the decision of dealer 
on 11 community motor rows ip 
the city and those in suburban 
Cicero, Berwyn, Roseland ani 
north shore areas, to close on Sun- 
days. 

The CATA has also taken a firm 
stand against a discussed plan of 
public used car auctions on the 
ground that they “ would demor- 
alize the used car price structur 
and should not be held under any 
circumstances.” 


Three Tire Firms, 
Two Distributors 
Indicted in Ohio 


COLUMBUS, O.—Three maja 
tire manufacturing companies ani 
two retail distributors have bee 
indicted by the Franklin count 
grand jury for fraudulent and mis- 
leading advertising in the sale o 
automobile tires. 

Indicted were Goodyear Tir 
and Rubber Co.; Goodrich Tir 
and Rubber Co.; Firestone Tir 
and Rubber Co.; Sears Roebuck & 
Co.; Western Auto Supply Co. ani 
Meyer Hoffman, of Columbus, de 
ing business as the Power Oil ( 
and the Tire Mart. 

Complaints of the Columbu 
Better Business Bureau that the 
companies advertised one grade 
tire, either specifically or by ir 
ference, and sold a lower grade 
resulted in the indictments. The 
maximum penalty for conviction 
on the charge, a misdemeanor, i 
20 days in jail and a $100 fine. 


Fight Road Diversion 
RICHMOND, Va. — (UTPS)—Folder 
urging support of a proposed stat 
constitutional amendment to prohibi! 
the diversion of highway funds ft 
any other highway purposes, _havt 
been sent to the members of 10 ce 
operating organizations, according © 
Olin M. Richardson, executive secre 
tary of the Citizens’ Road League 
Virginia. He estimated that about 250; 

000 convies had been distributed. 
a eee San lower weet eee od 


Sales Promotion Manager 


Automobile manufacturer is 
seeking the services of an ex- 
perienced sales promotion man- 
ager who can plan and execute 
campaigns and can work closely 
with the men in the field. 
This man must be an outstand- 
ing detail man and have ex- 
perience as a district sales 
manager. 

Please furnish an outline of 
your work for the past tem 
years; also list of references 
and compensation desired. — 
Applications will not receive 
consideration unless they col- 
tain all the information Tre 
quested above. Box 198, Auto- 
motive News, 2751 E. Jefferson, 
Detroit, Mich. 
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New Legislation Indicative 


Of Trend in Future Years 


jal to Automotive News 
NEW YORK.—Automotive as- 
cts of the long session of the 
New York legislature, recently 
; d in Albany, are com- 


journe' : ; 
aaensively reviewed in the an- 
qual legislative report of the Auto- 
mobile Merchants Assn. of New 
York, Inc. ‘ 

Covering action on general 


pysiness and taxes, motor vehicle 
licenses, registrations and fees, 
vehicle sizes and equip- 


motor : 
ment, motor vehicle financing, 
bor, highway safety, highway 


bridges and general improve- 
ments, and miscellaneous legis- 
lation, the report is cited as of 
interest not only as an outline 
of new laws, but as indicative 
of future legislative trends. For 
the latter purpose, attention is 
accorded defeated as well as ap- 
proved bills. 

While so-called “emergency” 
taxes, including the third and 
fourth cent of the gasoline tax 
rate, have been continued an- 
other year, the association points 
out that “proposals to make 
them a permanent part of the 
tax structure were defeated, 
thereby keeping open the pos- 
sibility of their discontinuance 
at some future time.” Also de- 
feated were bills proposing a 
state business turnover tax, which 
would have worked particular 
hardship on New York City deal- 
ers who now pay such a city tax; 
a state real estate tax; several 
types of sales tax measures, 
changes in gasoline tax revenue 
distribution; and general busi- 
ness law changes. The latter 
inluded an _ association-opposed 
“unfair sales law,’’ banning below 
cost sales, which was passed by 
the legislature but vetoed by 
Gov. Lehman. 

Regarding motor vehicle li- 
censes, registrations and fees, the 
report states: “The usual num- 
ber of bills providing for reduc- 
tions, increases and other changes 
in the present system of issuing 
licenses and registrations were 
proposed, but practically all were 
defeated, leaving the sifjation 


Stewart-Warner 
Reports Profit of 
$200,261 in Half 


CHICAGO. — Stewart - Warner 
Corp. and subsidiaries, for the six 
months period ended June 30, re- 
port a net profit of $200,261, after 
deduction of $69,921 for federal in- 
come taxes. 

Net profit, equivalent to 16 
cents per share, is in sharp con- 
trast to the report for the corre- 
sponding period of 1938, which 
showed a net loss of $393,310. 
Ratio of current assets to current 
liabilities stood at 4.27 to 1, as of 
June 30, the report indicated. 
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allN. Y- Dealer Assn. Successful in Legislative Program 


substantially unchanged. One bill 
which provided for a change in 
registration year, so as to begin 
April 1 and end March 31, passed 
the Legislature and went to the 
Governor for signature. Your 
association filed a brief with the 
Governor and pointed out that 
this proposed act did not provide 





for a three-quarter year fee nor 
did it provide one month of 
grace as does the existing law. 
This bill was vetoed on June 16.” 
No Jury Allowed 

New laws pertaining to license 
registrations and fees include 
measures providing that no jury 
trial shall be allowed for traffic 
infractions; traffic regulatory 
powers granted to the legislative 
body of a city may be delegated 
to any municipal officer or body 
designated by it; next year’s li- 
cense plates shall contain in- 
scription “New York World’s 
Fair 1940”; defines house coach 
as a vehicle primarily used for | 
purpose other than use on high-| 
ways and only occasionally drawn | 
by a motor vehicle, thus dis- | 
tinguishing it from a_ trailer 
which is primarily drawn upon 
the highway; permits exemption 
from operator’s license and reg- 
istration fee to a resident of a 
country not adjoining the United | 
States for a period of 30 days 
for vacation or recreational pur- | 
poses prior to May 1, 1941, even. 
though such country does not} 
grant reciprocal privileges; allows | 
non-resident, upon becoming re- | 
sident, the same exemption from | 
registering his motor vehicle as! 
he would have enjoyed as a non- | 
resident, such exemption not to} 
exceed 30 days. 
Title Bills Beaten 

Bills of the same subject cate- | 
gory, which were defeated in-| 
cluded measures requiring regis- | 
tration of used cars imported} 
from other states; several certifi- 
cate of title bills; prohibiting 
registration of a vehicle sold as 
junk by registered dealers and} 
making dealers file certificates of | 
such. sales; several proposed 
changes in the present system of | 
registration with regard to fees 
and dates; giving two months of 
grace in obtaining registration; 
requiring operator’s license ap- 
plicants to pass physical examina- 
tions; repeal mandatory license 
suspension and revocation for 
drunken driving, leaving acci- 
dent scene without reporting and 
third speeding offense; providing 
for license reissuance when judg- 
ments exceeding $100 have been 
satisfied and making court con- 
viction necessary for revocation; 
banning truck operation outside 
city limits from Saturday noon 
until 6 a. m. the succeeding Mon- 
day; exempting all cranes other 
than towing cars from definition 
of motor vehicle; exempting non- 
owners of a vehicle, permitting 
vehicle to be used, from negli- 








EDSEL FORD, president of the Ford Motor Co. 
the Ford V-8 Deluxe Fordor sedan which he presented to Nathaniel Field, of 


Brooklyn, N, 


is shown at the wheel of 


Y., as first prize in the June period of the Ford Exposition 


hotographic Conte ‘i ’ Hundreds of amateur 
st at the New York World’s Fair. Hun 
Photographers from 23 states, Canada and Cuba participated in the contest. 


sang = Period opens Aug. 1 and cl 


Photographic supply houses. 


cash prizes offered. Entry blan 


oses Sept. 4 with another Ford V-8 and 
ks are obtainable at Ford dealers and at 


gence arising from such use; ban- 
ning vehicle horn use when car 
is stationary except as reason- 
able warning to pedestrians. 

“Although a great manv bills 
vroviding for changes in sizes and 
equipment of motor vehicles were 
introduced,” the report says on 
this subject, “the vast majority 
were not enacted into law. The 
greatest controversy centered 
about a proposal requiring a cer- 
tificate to be issued with each used 
car retail sale and a bill to reduce 
the weight load on wheel and 
axle of certain motor trucks. 
The former finally became law 
after several amendments and 
modifications. The latter bill had 
very strong backing from groups 
seeking to curtail motor trans- 
portation competition, but the 
efforts of motor truck and dealer 
associations succeeded in defeat- 
ing it. The present weight ratios 
(which fully meet safety require- 
ments) obtain; 11,200 pounds per 
wheel and 22,400 pounds on any 
one axle.’ 

Besides the used car certificate 
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of fitness law, effective Sept. 1, | session in spite of the fact that 


ancther new _ statute provides 
changes in requirements for dis-~ 
tribution and measurement of 
headlight beams and illumination 
of the rear number plate. This 
measure also provides that every 
truck having a width, inciusive of 
load. of more than 70 inches, and 
every bus seating more than sev- 
en passengers, shall have two re- 
flectors in front and two in back 
showing vehicle width. All trail- 
ers, regardless of width, shall have 


‘two reflectors in back indicating 


width Another new measure re- 
quires truck operators to place 
a flare 100 feet in back of his 
vehicle when stopped after dark 
on the highway, and further that 
the flares be capable of burning 
eight hours instead of four as 
previously required. 
Among Bills Defeated 
Defeated bills affecting sizes and 
equipment included several com- 
pulsory inspection measures. 
“No important legislation in the 
field of motor vehicle financing 
was enacted into law during the 


several bills, which would have 
radically altered the existing law 
pertaining to the financing of 
time payment sales, received de- 
termined and forceful support of 
the law revision commission,” the 
report comments. ; 

Labor Laws Out 

Concerning labor proposals, the 
report declares: “No important 
legislation sponsored by labor 
groups was enacted into law at 
this session in spite of the fact 
that a very large number of such 
bills were introduced. The legis- 
lature did pass a bill in which 
the industry, particularly the 
motor truck branch, was _ inter- 
ested, but it was vetoed by the 
governor. This measure proposed 
to make it misdemeanor to in- 
terfere with the driver of a truck 
delivering merchandise or to in- 
timidate him in making such de- 
livery.” 

Although a few minor bills af- 
fecting safety were enacted, in- 
terest centered on measures de- 
feated. 


ee 
tay 





@ Here’s a truck that’s 100%* Timken equipped. Of course, it 
has the famous Timken 3-for-1 Axle, the Axle that takes any 


one of three types of final drive and offers a complete range of 


rear axle gear ratios. This truck has already seen 102,000 miles 


of economical, dependable service. And it’s ready for more hun- 


dreds of thousands of dividend paying miles. (Owner’s name on 
request.) In every line of hauling duty, Timken 3-for-1 Axles 


have proved their unmatched stamina and dependability 


plus the added advantages of final drive interchangeability. 


Remember . 


. . it’s a better run with 3-for-1 . 


the top with Timken! 


. . you’re over 


*Timken Front Axle, Timken 2-Speed Double Reduction Drive Axle, Timken Tubular Trailer Axle. 





TIMKEN AXLES 


THE TIMKEN-DETROIT AXLE COMPANY - DETROIT, MICHIGAN 


WISCONSIN AXLE 





DIVISION, OSHK 


2 SR REM ESS mie amma 


OSH, WISCONSIN 











12 
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for Dealers! 
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Service Dept. Pays 72% of Overhead in Cheyenne 


Modern Facilities, Perpetual 


Followup System Effective 


By James R. Lowell 
Staff Correspondent 

CHEYENNE, Wyo.—Tyrrell 
Chevrolet Co. here has paid 72 
percent of its fixed overhead costs 
by service operations during the 
past year and a half, according to 
A. V. Tyrrell. A monthly average 
of more than 600 cars, not count- 
ing pump and oil customers, has 
been run through the service de- 
partment so far this year in a 
town of about 25,000 population. 


Factors that make for the large 
volume of service business done by 
the company, which incidentally 
has sold more cars during the past 
year and a half than any other 
dealer in Wyoming, are listed by 
Tyrrell as follows: 


1. Expert workmanship coupled 
with adequate personnel. 

2. Complete and modern equip- 
ment. 


3. Location plus shop arrange- 
ment. 


4. Advertising. 
5. Perpetual followup system on 
customers. 


The Tyrrell building, which is 
located in downtown Cheyenne on 
a main thoroughfare, has been 
laid out so as to have all the ap- 
peal and conveniences of a modern 
super-service station. To the left 
of the offices and new car display 
rooms are three gasoline pumps on 
a large apron leading into the 
service department. 

Two lubrication hoists are lo- 
cated immediately inside the en- 
trance. The rest of the service de- 
partment interior is departmen- 
talized into 21 separate shops, in- 
cluding brake and light, battery, 
electrical, body and fender, paint, 
etc. Equipment includes the latest 
brake and light testing machines, 
motor analyzer and a glass ma- 
chine for cutting the company’s 
own glass. Twenty-one men are 
employed in the service depart- 
ment. 


Newspaper advertising is used 


All-Season Lubricant 


Developed by Valvoline 

DETROIT.—A new all-season, 
all-purpose gear lubricant has 
been developed by the Valvoline 
Oil Co. The new product will be 
marketed under the trade name of 
Valvoline “X-18”—the only lubri- 
cant needed every day a year for 
overdrives, transmissions and dif- 
ferentials, summer and _ winter. 
Eighteen lubricants for gears, 
heretofore necessary, are perman- 
ently exited. 

Available in 25, 100 and 400- 
pound drums, the new lubricant 
will necessitate fewer gun and 
drum changes, thus cutting down 
on the amount of time used per 
lubrication job; allowing more 
jobs to be put through the grease 
rack each day. Also the danger of 
misapplication of greases and oils 
will be lessened materially be- 
cause of simplification. 





| regularly by the department. A 
recent ad, stressing the fact that 
all service operations are under 
one roof, said: 

“There is a decided advantage 
to you in having your Chevrolet 
serviced in our completely 
equipped service department, 
which includes 21 distinct service 
shops with factory-trained me- 
chanics working under factory 
supervision. We use factory tools 
and machinery and have a com- 
plete stock of genuine Chevrolet 
parts and accessories on hand at 
all times. It is to our interest to 
keep you a satisfied Chevrolet 
owner. Drive in and let us serve 
you. Our prices are reasonable and 
our work is guaranteed.” 

Ads Are Specialized 

Service ads also are specialized. 
For example, a typical ad is aimed 
at getting the business of repair- 
ing wrecked automobiles, and says: 
“We maintain a fast, expert body 
rebuilding service. If you have an 
accident, call us at once and our 
wrecker will tow your car in day 
or night. We are equipped with 
every modern tool and device 
needed to expertly repair body 
damage ... Our work is guar- 
anteed.” 

Factory - prepared direct mail 
material is used regularly, along 
with billboards and highway signs 
which have been erected at 
frequent intervals 100 miles each 
way from Cheyenne on the main 
north and south highway, and 250 
miles each way on the east-west 
Lincoln highway. 

These signs account for con- 
siderable transient business, espe- 
cially from Chevrolet owners dur- 
ing the tourist season, Tyrrell has 
found. A large neon sign over the 
Tyrrell company office announces 
that “We repair all makes of cars,” 
and over the service department 
entrance is painted in large let- 
ters, “Scientific steering correction 
—brake & light service—body & 
fender work—specialized lubrica- 
tion—radio & electric service— 
motor tune-up.” 

Board Kept in Office 

A perpetual followup board on 
service customers is kept in the 
office, along with an _ individual 
file. Notices are sent out by mail 
when regular service customers 
are a week late. If this fails to 
bring them in, a telephone re- 
minder is used three days later. 

The Tyrrell company does not 
cut prices to obtain service busi- 
ness, but depends upon a clean, 
attractive department with modern 
equipment, and expert, prompt 
and courteous service to build up 
and maintain the volume. All work 
is guaranteed, and as proof of the 
type of service rendered, about 65 
percent of the Chevrolets owned 
in Cheyenne are serviced by the 
company. 


“Ny ' 


GROUP OF LEADING Japanese automobile men inspecting American motor 
car plants. Shown here in front of American Airlines plane at Chicago Munici- 
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EXTERIOR VIEW of the Tyrrell Chevrolet Co., Cheyenne, Wyo., which has 
boosted the volume of its service department so that the latter pays 72 per- 
cent of the company’s fixed overhead. A monthly average of 600 cars has run 
through the service department this year. 


Nash Announces Winners 


Of Fair Trip Competition 


DETROIT.—Names of 50 Nash 
dealers, sales managers and sales- 
men who won all-expense trips to 
either the New York World’s Fair 
or the San Francisco Golden Gate 
Exposition in a contest sponsored 
by Nash Motors were announced 
today by W. A. Blees, general 
sales manager. 


Official judges of the contest 
were Harlan V. Hadley, Detroit 
manager of the Wall Street Jour- 
nal; Chris Sinsabaugh, editor of 
Automotive News, and H. H. 
Blohm, of R. L. Polk & Co. 


In addition to selling new and 
used cars, the competition involved 
the estimation of the total regi- 
stration of all makes of new cars 
in the United States during April 
and May. Closest estimate among 
the 30,000 entries in the contest 
was that submitted by H. H. Wil- 
cox, sales manager of Wilcox & 
Malm, Grand Forks, N. D., Nash 
dealer. Wilcox’s estimate was only 
three units above the actual figure 
of 548,839 registrations (excludes 
miscellaneous). 


All of the winners were within 
161 units of the actual total for 
the two months. 

The winning dealers and sales 


New Reflector 
Offered by AC 


FLINT.—A new reflex reflector 
signal for buses, trucks and trailers 
has been introduced by the AC 
Spark Plug division of General 
Motors. 

The new development, it is said, 
will contribute importantly to high- 
way safety, as it provides additional 
safeguard, especially in the case of 
tail light failures. 

Brightness of the new reflector, 
which is known as Series 13, exceeds 
that of the most brilliantly lighted 
tail lamp at distances from 300 to 
700 feet, it is claimed. It is so pow- 
erful that it is instantly seen a quar- 
ter of a mile on the road, and 
normally its candlepower at 300 feet 
is 16 times the requirements set for 
reflectors in the specifications of the 
Society of Automotive Engineers. 

The reflector is made of “Lucite,” 
methyl methacrylate, a new member 
of the plastic family. It resists 
breakage to a remarkable degree 
and when struck a heavy blow it 
will crush or bruise only in the spot 
struck. 


New Subsidiary Set 

CHICAGO.—Announcement is made 
by Alfred Kauffmann, president of 
Link-Belt Co., that the company has 
organized the Link-Belt Sneeder Corp., 
a wholly-owned subsidiary but oper- 
ated independently, with headquarters 
at 301 West Pershing Road, Chicago, 


for the manufacture and sale of 
power-operated excavating and ma- 
terials handling shovels, draglines, 


cranes, including a full line of track- 
type locomotive cranes. 


For news of the men who make 


pal airport are Soji Yamamoto, president of the Manchurian Motor Car Co.’ news in the automotive world, read 
at left; and a group of his executives, headed for Detroit. Others in the pic- | Chris Sinsabaugh’s authoritative 
ture are: Y. Niki, N. Goto, Hatamura, Yamamoto jr., Kupota and Tanabe. “Sparks” column 


managers were as follows: 

Phil M. Dobson, Visalia, Calif.; 
P. J. Suelflow, Suelflow’s Garage, 
Hartford, Wis.; C. B. Lowe, Fram- 
ingham, Mass.; E. Stober, Stober 
Motor Sales, Chicago; J. Clyde 
Bicknell, Sanford, Me.; Norman E. 
Hilton, Hilton Implement Co., 
Anna, Ill.; Marvin Pearson, A. M. 
Pearson Nash Motors, San Gabriel, 
Calif.; C. R. Webb, Webb Motor 
Co., Berkeley, Calif.; F. M. Leem- 
huis, Auto Mart, Chicago; Ping 
Young, Harry T. Young, Clairton, 
rar 


E. R. MeMillan, Geo. A. Smith, 
Meadville, Pa.; H. H. Wilcox, Wil- 
cox & Malm, Grand Forks, N. D.; 
Luther J. Shaulis, Roy H. Shaulis 
& Sons, Somerset, Pa.; Fred F. 
White, Carmi, Ill.; Myron Black, 
Auto Sales Co., Appleton, Wis.; 
Roscoe Wring, Marion, IIl.; T. A. 
White, P. W. White Co., St. Louis; 
George M. Reno, Reno Motor Co., 


Joplin, Mo.; E. D. Fogle, Kent 
Nash Sales, Kent, O., and J. I. 
Maxwell, Prescott Motor Co., 


Prescott, Ariz. 

The winning salesmen were as 
follows: 

E. A. Teschner, Nash New Eng- 
land Co., Boston; M. F. Murray, 
Northern Motor Oil Co., Fargo, N. 
D.; Ben Hieronymus, Nash Sales. 
Inc., Springfield, Ill.; Geo. E. 
Brown, Paul Ludlam, Philadel- 
phia; Chas. L. Nachiem, Lewis 
Motors Co., Seattle; C. E. Austin, 
Auto Mart, Chicago; F. C. Swee- 
ney, Kanawha Motors, Ince., 
Charleston, W. Va.; H. E. Nemyer, 
Reo Nash Sales, Decatur, III.: 
Robt. M. Linhart, K. M. Linhart 
Garage, Natrona, Pa.; Frank 
Knoerzer, Nash Sales, Inc., Chi- 
cago. 

H. H. Collins, Swank Nash Co., 
Zanesville, O.; Sig. D. Swensen, 
Lewis Motor Co., Seattle; Geo. 
Vaughan, Eckenroth Sales, Cleve- 
land; A. Dee Washburn, Bennett 
Nash Sales, Great Falls, Mont.; E. 
G. Kreisel, Wentworth & Irwin, 
Inc., Portland, Ore.; R. H. Moyer, 
Schraut Nash Co., Cheboygan, 
Wis.; James L. Rowley, Parker 
Motor Sales, North Adams, Mass.; 
Francis Hilker, Nash Illinois Co., 
Rockford, Ill.; Garry Lanaman, 
Spring Garage, Inc., Montclair, N. 
J.; V. F. Slubowski, Quality Motor 
Sales, Wyandotte, Mich. 

W. J. Reinheart, Art Hall, Long 
Beach, Calif.; Chas. Lazzaro, Coop- 
ers Nash, Cleveland; R. M. Cusack, 
Hanten Motor Cu., Watertown, S. 
D.; Jerome A. Jenkins, Nash Mo- 
tors of New York, New York; Roy 
Smith, Nash Frint Motor, Milwau- 
kee; Henry A. Wilmes, Machens 
Motor Co., St. Charles, Mo.; H. F. 
Mathie, Nash Detroit Co., Detroit; 
C. L. Trexler, Paul Jones Motors, 
Concord, N. C.; Leo L. Wilson, 
Blue Island Nash, Blue Island. 


Ill., and A. F. Kirkpatrick, Gard- | 


ner Nash Co., Gardner. Mass. 








| Farmer Groups 


Voice Opposition 
To N.J. Diversion 


TRENTON, N.J.—Highway funq 
diversion opposition of New Jer. 
sey agricultural interests was je. 
iterated by David H. Agans, mas. 
ter of the State Grange, and Harry 
E. Taylor, secretary of the State 
Farm Bureau, in an open letter to 
Gov. A. Harry Moore and mem. 
bers of the state legislature as the 
latter reconvened here Aug. 3 jp 
an attempt to solve the state's 
pressing unemployment relief 
financing problem. 

The farm group spokesmen als 
condemned proposed increases jp 
automotive taxes, urging instead 
that the legislators give serious 
consideration to reducing such 
levies. 

“The New Jersey farm organi- 
zations,” the open letter asserted, 
“believe in reasonable motorists 
taxation and 100 percent use of 
these tax revenues for highway 
construction and maintenance. 

“Our farmers use their moic: 
cars and their trucks as important 
aids to their means of livelihood. 
consuming an estimated 20 ver- 
cent of the gasoline used in New 
Jersey and paying an estimated 
$55 per vehicle annually in gaso- 
line taxes and registration fees, 
They must work several weeks 
each year to pay this tax bill. 
Coupled with the fact that they 
also pay high property taxes, they 
are the same class of taxpayers, 
property owners and motorists, 
who contribute 92 percent of the 
total revenue collected by local 
and state governments. In fact, 52 
percent of all the revenue col- 
lected by the state today is col- 
lected from the motorist tax- 
payer.” 


Ditzler Names Fegen 


to Color Div. Position 
DETROIT.—The Ditzler Color 
Co. announces the promotion of 
W. MacDonald Fegen to the posi- 
tion of assistant 
director of the 
division of cre- 
ative design and 
color. 
Coming to 
America from 
Dundee, Scot- 
land, where he 
had won the 
“Saint Andrews 
Color Merit 
Award”, Fegen 
became associat- 
ed with the 
Pierce Arrow Motor Car Co. and 
for 15 years was its director of 
color and styling. 


New Bocklet Issued 


MEMPHIS.—A new booklet, “One 
Poster or Four Poster?” which has 
just been issued by Rotary Lift Co. 
contains information of interest to 4 
operators planning the purchase of 
lift equipment. 
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W. M. Fegen 





Won’t Let Mayor 


Forget His Promise 


NEW ORLEANS. — Assured 
by Louisiana’s new Gov. Earl 
K. Long -and Mayor Robert S. 
Maestri of New Orleans that 
the two-cent extra gasoline tax 
in effect here would be re- 
pealed, filling station men de- 
termined not to let them for- 
get the promise. 

Service station operators have 
placed signs six feet long and 
three feet wide at prominent 
intersections and at all of the 
filling stations citing the prom- 
ise of the officials. 

“Mayor Robert S. Maestri has 
promised to equalize the city 
gasoline tax by Sept. 30, 1939. 
Watch him do it.” these signs 
read. 





Jan 
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Production Off to 22,925 Units but Tops Last Yous 


AN’s Production Estimate 
(U. S. and Canada) 

















: Buceaud Boosts 
Assemblies of 
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Six Months Total, 1939-1938 
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Reconditioning Speeds Used Car Turnover 100% 


Thorough System Averages 
$50 a Car but Boosts Profit 


By Geo. H. Watson 
Staff Correspondent 

TALLADEGA, Ala. — Turnover 
of used cars has been speeded up 
almost 100 percent by a thorough- 
going reconditioning system 
adopted by Cheaha Motors (Chev- 
rolet and Buick). 

This concern, of which Jimmie 
Hicks is president, opened up an 
entirely separate department for 
reconditioning used cars. W. H. 
Cofield is the reconditioning man- 
ager. “Fix ’em up and Sell ’em 
Quick” is the motto of this depart- 
ment which, having its own sep- 
arate establishment, does not in- 
terfere with customer service in 
the new car shop. The recondi- 
tioning department is located ad- 
jacent to the used car lot, so that 
a unit may be conveniently rolled 
out for sale as soon as it goes 
through the mill. 

The company is now spending 
an average of more than $50 per 
unit reconditioning its cars. In the 
later models—those selling for 
more than $300—the policy is to 
put them into condition for a new 
car guarantee, the amount spent 
on them averaging considerably 
more than $50. 

The procedure when a traded- 
in unit comes into the shop is first 
to wash and steam clean it. Even 
the engine is steam cleaned and 
then spray-painted to prevent 
rusting and to improve its appear- 
ance. 

Next the car is stripped—that is, 
the seats and part of the uphol- 


New Car Services 


Given on Used Cars 
MILWAUKEE.—The West 
Side Buick Co. here has ex- 
tended to its used car pur- 
chasers the same 12 inspection 


and 12 lubrication services that 
are given to buyers of new 
cars. 

According to W. J. Sawyer: 
head of the firm, the results 
have been pleasantly surpris- 





stery, also floor rugs, are removed 
—and then goes to have metal 
straightened out, broken glass re- 
placed and needed repainting 
done. Motor overhauling, as de- 
cided upon by the reconditioning 
manager, is then done, after which 
needed attention is paid to brakes, 
tires, battery, headlights and 
windshield wiper. Finally comes 
the dolling up of the inside, the 
installation of seat covers and new 
floor mats where needed. 

“There is some difference of 


tae. 


All that is best in Southern 
California revolves around The 
Town House ... establishes if as 


‘‘ America's Finest Hotel.’' Yet tariff 


is in keeping with today’s eco- 


nomical trend . . . Home of the 


Famous Zebra Room. 


MCT: 


Wilshire Boulevard 


LOS ANGELES 





opinion as to whether the appear- 
ancing of a car should come first 
or last,’”’ according to Cofield. “We 
know that it is a good idea to 
steam-clean the motor in the be- 
ginning, as that saves the time of 
the mechanic during the recon- 
ditioning process. He then has to 
wash only the inside (or unex- 
posed) parts. It is probably also a 
good idea to paint and stripe the 
car first, so that the salesmen may 
get a better impression of the car, 
and transmit same to the pros- 


pective purchaser. But the dolling ; 


up of the interior can wait until 
the last—that is, knocking out up- 
holstery spots or installing seat 
covers as may be decided. Then 
the upholstery is sure to be clean 
when the car comes out of the 
shop. 
Held Serious Mistake 


“Because appearance is such a 
factor in selling used cars, some 
dealers seem to think it is suffi- 
cient to put on plenty of rouge, 
lipstick and powder, going rather 
light on the reconditioning. This 
is a serious mistake as plenty of 
dealers can attest. After the first 
blush of the sale it is performance 
that counts in the car. If it shows 
up motor defects unreasonably 
soon, the dealer has a dissatisfied 
customer on his hands. Such 
trouble may endanger payment of 
the balance of the notes on the 
machine, as the customer likely 
as not can go to another dealer and 
find a car which is reconditioned 
which he can buy on the same 
terms as the one he owns and 
which needs shop work. 

“So our policy is to do a real 
reconditioning job. We give them 
a beauty treatment, it is true, but 
we gloss over nothing, so far as 
engine defects are concerned. We 
have been amply repaid, as we 
now have a reputation for the 
character of our used cars, and we 
are glad to say that our repeat 
sales constitute a big slice of our 
used car business. 


“We find that speed is the es- 
sence in handling used cars. The 
quicker they can be reconditioned 
and got on the lot the better. For 
that reason we double up opera- 
tions in the shop as routine per- 
mits. In other words, the motor 
overhauling may proceed while 
the metal is being straightened 
out. Then when the car goes on 
the lot we try to get our sales- 
men ‘hot and bothered’ about it, 
and we do this sometimes by let- 
ting them set a price on the unit. 
If the price is too low we may 
raise it, but if it doesn’t sell imme- 
diately, then we offer a bonus to 
the salesman on this particular 
car. 

Swap With Dealers 


“We have found one plan help- 
ful, keeping used cars moving, and 
that is swapping out with other 
dealers. Conditions differ in vari- 
ous places. For instance we may 
have a little trouble moving a 
1937 model while Birmingham 
dealers have a good demand for 
this model. So we go down and 
swap out for some lower priced 
units which we can sell to better 
advantage in our farming section. 
Very often a dealer by inquiring 
usually can discover some slow- 
mover in his stock which is selling 
well in the next town.” 


A service station is operated in 
connection with the Cheaha used 
car lot and reconditioning plant. 
This gives the salesmen a point of 
contact with the public which they 
would not enjoy otherwise. The 
new car department also operates 
a service station in connection, be- 
ing convenient for servicing the 
concern’s own cars, besides offer- 
ing the additional contact with the 
public. 








VIEW IN USED CAR reconditioning 
Buick), Talladega, Ala., showing one 
another burnishes off a fender. Turnover of used cars has been speeded up 
100 aercent by the firm’s new reconditioning system. 


Appraisal Record ‘Provides 


shop of Cheaha Motors (Chevrolet and 
man spray painting the motor, while 


Lines on Salesmen Activities 


Special to Automotive News 
BIRMINGHAM, Ala.— The aver-~ 
age automobile salesman has to 
induce four owners to bring thei: 
used cars in for appraisal before 
he makes one sale, according to rec- 
ords compiled by E. L. Scouten, sales 
manager for W. F. Green Motors, 
Inc. (Dodge—Plymouth). 
Therefore, Scouten uses the ap- 
praisal record as a sort of batting 
average for his salesman. He knows 
that if the salesman is to sell 10 
new cars during the month he must 
bring in 40 used cars for the sales 
manager to look over. If he does, 
then Scouten knows the man is 


Pueblo Dealer’s 
Used Car Ad Is 
Off Beaten Path 


PUEBLO, Colo.—Pueblo Auto- 
mobile Co. (Nash and Packard) 
last week ran an advertisement 
in the local newspapers that is 
off-the-beaten-path in used car 
publicity. It was called an “Open 
Letter to the Public,” and was 
signed by E. D. Hoffman, presi- 
dent of the company. The letter 
said: 

“It isn’t because they can’t af- 
ford new ones that so many people 
buy used cars. Lots of folks who 
have new car money see no neces- 
sity of spending it that way. Facts 
are that the utility value of a 
used car in good condition is just 
as great as that of a new car. The 
cost of travel per mile is a whole 
lot less because the cost of the car 
is only a fraction of the new car 
price. 

“These advantages cannot be 
enjoyed by the one who buys a 
used car of poor quality. When 
you buy a poor used car, you buy 
trouble, service bills and even 
danger, because the most deadly 
thing in modern life is an auto- 
mobile that is mechanically un- 
sound. 

“We offer our patrons only used 
cars at their best. When you buy 
it here you get a car you can trust 
—you get the full maximum of 
economy in used car ownership. 

“Won’t you drop in sometime 
and see for yourself what a fine 
opportunity there is to save money 
and enjoy life by the purchase of 
a fine used car from a really con- 
scientious dealer? 

“The best days of the whole 
year for the motorist are here. To 
come and go as one wills with 
safety, comfort and economy is a 
priceless boon that you can enjoy 
for a few dollars. Why not have 
a? 


D. of C. Gets in Step 


WASHINGTON. — Bringing the Dis- 
trict of Columbia into line with the 
neighboring states of Virginia and 
Maryland, congress has just passed a 
law setting Apr. 1 as the annual mo- 
tor vehicle registration and licensing 
date. 










working and, if he does not, figures 
something is the matter. If the 
salesman is in a slump in spite of 
his own efforts, Scouten endeavors 
to help him, so that he can get out 
of it before it seriously affects his 
earnings. 

Scouten has also discovered that 
about 3% demonstrations are neces- 
sary for one sale. Therefore he keeps 
a record on this. Daily reports from 
salesmen show not only the number 
of appraisals and demonstrations 
but also the number of prospects 
called on and the number of pieces 
of literature sent out. The company 
requires that at least five cards or 
pieces of literature be sent out daily 
and pays postage on them. 

“We feel that we have devised a 
finer yardstick for measuring the 
performance of our salesmen than 
is afforded in the number of sales 
alone,” said Scouten. “The number 
of sales is, of course, the final ex- 
amination as it were. But a number 
of tests are needed along the way 
and that is why we use the number 
of appraisals and the number of 
demonstrations. 

“An able salesman might go out 
and sell 10 cars in 15 days and then 
loaf the balance of the month with- 
out the knowledge of his company. 
But with the daily report on ap- 
praisals, demonstrations, prospect 
calls, literature sent out and tele- 
phone calls, this would be impos- 
sible. The sending out of the litera- 
ture is one of the musts in our or- 
ganization, else the salesman does 
not draw his quota of three gallons 
of gasoline daily. We have plenty 
of evidence that the literature pro- 
duces business for us.” 


Truck Drivers’ Guide 
Is Offered by Dodge 


DETROIT.—A truck driver’s 
guide, which enables him to keep 
operating costs down and to drive 
with maximum safety, is offered 
without charge by Dodge Truck 
division of Chrysler Corp., accord- 
ing to T. W. Moss, director of 
Truck sales. 


The guide covers a variety of 
key subjects including care and 
treatment of the truck engine; 
how to make tires last longer; im- 
portance of proper treatment of 
clutch, brakes and transmission; 
safety and courtesy on the high- 
way and numerous other topics 
important to truck driving. 





Nash Sales in Detroit 
Rise 92% During July 


DETROIT.—Declaring that the 
automobile sales outlook for the 
Detroit area is currently the 
brightest in several years, Charles 
Abbott, president of Nash Detroit 
Co., Nash distributor, reported 
last week that sales of new Nash 
cars by the company during July 
were 92 percent above the same 
month last year. 


“Sparks” column is read by the “wide- 
awake” in the industry. 


Hercules Sets Up 
Distributors for 


Replacement Unit 


CANTON, O.—With a territoria] 
setup closely paralleling th 
branch system of Ford Motor Co, 
Hercules Motors Corp. announce; 
the appointment of 19 distributor; 
and reports that practically aj 
territory now open will be closed 
within the next few weeks. 

The list of distributors follows 

Olson Mfg. Co., Boise, Idaho; Wiedric, 
Motor Truck Co., Buffalo, N. Y.; Hog. 
man Auto Parts, Butler, Pa.; L. O. Hy. 
verstadt, Inc., Cleveland; Bull-Stewar 
Equipment Co., Dallas, Tex.; H. & 
Wheel Service, Inc., Detroit; Bull-Stewar, 
Equipment Co., Houston, Tex.; Gayno 
Iron Works, Jacksonville, Fla.; Keystone 
Trailer & Equipment Co., Kansas City 
Mo.; Langlois Bros., Los Angeles; Boehe 
Equipment Co., Milwaukee; C. Emer 
Nelson, Inc., Minneapolis; Pointer Wy. 
liamette Trailer Equipment Co., Portland 
Ore.; Keystone Trailer & Equipment Cp, 
St. Louis; Bull-Stewart Equipment Co, 
San Antonio, Tex.; Transport Equipment 
Co., South Seattle, Wash.; Bull-Stewar 
Equipment Co., Shreveport, La.; General 


Machinery Co., Spokane, Wash.; H. ¢ 


Shaw Co., Stockton, Calif. 

Five Hercules diesel-equipped 
Ford trucks were demonstrated in 
connection with the Ford caravan 
tours, which covered practically 
all parts of the United States, and 
Hercules officials report that the 
showing of the units greatly 
stimulated interest in the replace- 
ment engine. 


New Accident 


Control Offered 


SACRAMENTO, Calif—Ad- 
vancing a new fundamental con- 
cept for the control of traffic 
accidents, Victor W. Killick, chief 
of the bureau of statistics and re- 
search engineer for the California 
department of motor vehicles, is 
publishing a book under the title 
“Can We Build Automobiles to 
Keep Drivers Out of Trouble?” 

Declaring that the basic weak- 
ness in present day safety idea 
is that they primarily depend fa 
their successful application upo 
their optional use by the driver. 
which has proved itself insufficient 
to actually reduce traffic ac 
cidents, Killick outlines in detail 
a series of improvements which 
can be incorporated within the 
motor vehicle itself, and whici 
are designed to remove from the 
driver the option of going wrong. 

The improvements in car desigh 
are intended to oblige the driver 
to be right. 

After 10 years of close study of 
traffic accidents, Killick concludes 
that it is possible to get under 
the driver through redesigning the 
automobile and go a very loné 
way toward the creating of 4 
“fool-proof” type of vehicle. 





N. C. Receipts Jump 
RALEIGH, N. C.—Gasoline tax col- 
lections for July totaled $2,169,701, 
compared with $1,933,570 in July, 1933, 
according to figures compiled by A. J. 
Maxwell, revenue commissioner. 
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Pulsating Personalities 


... the men and women whose names 
and achievements mean news always 
choose the Bellevue because every 
event of social, commercial, artistic im- 
portance in Philadelphia centers here. 
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1939 Price List 


is a list of new passenger car 
Follo prices for 1939 at point of manu- 
gelivered ces shown, with the exception 
peture. “overland, include standard equip- 
a nd federal taxes. Willys-Overland 
nent ‘eo not include federal tax. Ford, 


e . 
—Cpe., $399; stand. rdstr., $449; 
sANTAN $479; deluxe rdstr., $525; 4- 
= speedster, $497.50; deluxe speedster, 
oe: station wagon, * 
vICK, Series 40 Special—Bus. cpe., 
BUT icpe., $950; 2-dr. tour. sed., $955; 
wo; Pir. sed., $996; conv. cpe., $1,077; spt. 
ar. "9,408. Series 60, Century—2-dr. tour. 
phae-» 905; spt. cpe., $1,175; 4-dr. town 


% oy and Lincoln-Zephyr prices do not 


i 80, Roadmaster—4-dr. tour. 


flor | fi: Size: cone. coe, $368: spt.” phae., 
41,713 


with trunk, same; formal sed.. 


o,f sed., $1,543, $1,983, Series 90, Limited 
TAA | 9.58: st Peas oo 07a: 
4dr. to 


ur. sed., $2,074; 8-pass. tour. sed., 


Titorial psi; lim, Series 39-61—Cpe., $1,610; 


CA 


& the | wur, sed., $1,680; conv. cpe., $1,770; 5-pass. 


$2,170, Sixty Special—Tour. sed., 


1 F ees 39-75, Fleetwood — 5-pass. 


10UNCes Oe ete $2,995; 7-pass. tour. sed., $3,- 
‘ibutors | 0; 2-pass. cpe., $3,280; S-pass. cpe., $3,- 
lly al] | a; 5-pass. town sed., $3,635; 2-pass. conv. 


; S-pass. conv. sed., $3,945; 8- 


- Closed He ee, ond., $3,105. Series 39-90 Six- 


ollows: 
Wiedrich 
Y.; Hof. 


Oo 


ter Wi). 
Portland, 
lent Co, 


140 up. 
CHEVROLET, Master 85—Bus. cpe., $628; 
9648; cpe. pickup, $669; town sed., 
wm; sed., $689; spt. sed., $710. Master 
Delaxe—Bus. cpe., $684; coach, $699; 4- 


sien pass, cpe., $715; town sed., $720; sed., $745; 
l. & ¥ 
1-Stewar 
Gaynon 
Keystone 
as City, 
| Boehek 


"CHRYSLER, Royal—Cpe., $918; Vict. cpe., 
$10; 2-dr. sed., $975; 4-dr. sed., $1,010; 7- 
pass. sed., $1,235; 7-pass. lim., $1,325, Royal 

dsor—Cpe., $983; Vict. cpe., $1,035; club 
cpe,, $1,185; 4-dr. sed., $1,075. Imperial— 
Cpe., $1,123; Vict. cpe., $1,160; 2-dr. sed., 
41165; 4-dr. sed., $1,198. New Yorker— 
Cpe., $1,223; Vict. cpe., $1,260; club cpe., 
91,395; 4-dr. sed., $1,298. Saratoga—Club 


ent Co} (Pes $1,495; 4-dr. sed., $1,443. Custom Im- 


-pass. sed., $2,595; 7-pass. sed., 


~Stewar; | 92585: 7-pass. lim., $2,695. 


General 
| me 


uipped 


DE SOTO, Deluxe—4-dr. tour. sed., $970: 

2dr. tour. sed., $930; cpe., $870; cpe. with 
aux. seats, $925; 7-pass. tour. sed., $1,195; 
tpass, tour. lim., $1,285. Custom—4-dr. 
tour. sed., $1,023; 2-dr. tour. sed., 


, $983; 
ited in} cpe., $923; cpe. with aux. seats, $978; club 


aravan 
tically 






cpe., $1,145; 7-pass. tour, sed., $1,248. 
DODGE—Cpe., $756; deluxe cpe., $803; 
cpe. with aux. seats, $860; 2-dr. sed., $815; 


S, andy deluxe 2-dr. sed., $865; 4-dr. sed., $855; 
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at the 
reatly 
place- 


deluxe 4-dr. sed., $905; 7-pass. sed., $1,095. 
FORD, 60 h.p.—Coupe, $580; tudor, $620; 
fordor, $665. 85 h.p.—Coupe, $620; tudor, 
$0 fordor, $705; station wagon, $815. De- 
luxe—Cpe., $680; tudor, $720; fordor, $765; 
conv, cpe., $765; conv. sed., $895; station 


wagon, $890. 

GRAHAM—Combination cpe., $940; 2-dr. 
ed, $940; 4-dr. sed., $965. N.B.—Super- 
charger equipment group, $130; custom 
equipment group, $130; either or both of 
equipment groups may be added to above. 
HUDSON, 112 Deluxe Series—Util. coach, 
$13; 3-pass. cpe., $745; util. cpe., $750; 
tour, brough., $775; Vict. cpe., $791; tour. 
sed., $806; conv. cpe., $886; conv. brough., 
$96, Six Series—3-pass. cpe., $823; tour. 
brough., $856; Vict. cpe., $869; tour. sed., 


. sed., b 
HUPMOBILE, Skylark Six—Flagship, 
; Mainliner, $975; Cruiser, $1,075; Cor- 
sair, $1,145. Senior 8—Deluxe 4-dr. sed., 
$1,145; cust. 4-dr. sed., $1,245. 
Eon . Series 39-50—2-pass. cpe., 
; S-pass. tour. cpe., $1,280; 5-pass. 
tour, sed., $1,320; 2-pass. conv, cpe., $i,- 
%; 5-pass. conv, cpe., $1,800. 
LINCOLN-ZEPHYR —Cpe., $1,320; 2-dr. 
sed., $1,330; 4-dr. sed., $1,360; conv. cpe., 
oa = ~« a. Custom — Cpe., 
: .-sed., ,480; 4-dr, . : 
town ‘lim.. $1,700, —_ 
MERCURY V-8—Sed., $890; town sed., 
$90; sed.-cpe., $930; spt. conv, $990. 
NASH, Special Nash LaFayette series— 
cpe., $770; 2-dr. sed., $810; 4-dr. sed., 
oe: 4-dr. sed. with tr., $840. Deluxe 
ties—All-purpose cpe., $860; Vict. sed., 
#55; bus. cpe., $825; 4-dr. sed., $885; 4-dr. 
= w. t., $885. Ambassador Six Series— 
“purpose cpe., $960; Vict. sed., $955; bus 
Cpe, $925; 4-dr. sed., $985; 4-dr. sed. w. t., 
$85, Ambassador Eight Series—All-purpose 
Cpe., $1,210; Vict. sed., $1,205; bus. cpe., 
ba 4-dr. sed., $1,235; 4-dr. sed. w. t., 


OLDSMOBILE, Series 60—Bus. lo : 
club cpe., $833; 2-dr. sed., $838; can 
$889, Series 70—Bus. cpe., $840; club cpe., 
#91; 2-dr. sed., $901; 4-dr. sed., $952; conv. 
CPe., $1,045. Series 80—Bus. cpe., $920; club 
- $971; 2-dr. sed., $992; 4-dr. sed., $1,- 

* CONV, cpe., $1,119. 

OVERLAND—Speedway: Cpe., $560; 2-dr. 
on $580; 4-dr. sed., $595. Overland 
Gm: cpe., $610; 2-dr. sed., $630; 4-dr. 
on’ -_ Willys 48—cpe., $495; 2-dr. sed., 


: - sed., $555. 
ont CKARD, Six—Bus. cpe., $880; club 
nal $944; conv. cpe., $1,092; 2-dr. tour. 
Twent $964; 4-dr. tour. sed., $995. One 
- ¥—Bus. cpe., $1,099; club cpe., $1,- 
a. cpe., $1,288; conv. sed., $1,600; 
ase ae sed., $1,166; 4-dr. tour. sed., 
Sieso. im., $1,856, Super Eight—Club cpe., 
cits conv. cpe., $1,875; 4-dr. tour. sed., 
oun conv. sed., $2,130; lim., $2,294. 
cup ve—Cpe., $4,140; conv. cpe., $4,375; 
to Sed., $4,255; formal sed., $4,865; 4-dr. 
ome Sed., $4,155; Victoria, $5,230; lim., 
_SLYMOUTH, Roadking Line—Cpe., $645; 
ro $685; 2-dr. tour. sed. with trunk, 
* 4-dr., $726; 4-dr. tour, sed. with 
funk, $740. Deluxe—Cpe., $725; cpe. with 
Pe $755; 2-dr. sed., $761; 2-dr. tour., $775; 
= $791; 4-dr. tour., $805. 

ete. 115 Deluxe Six—Cpe., $758; 
- Cpe., $809; 2-dr. tour. sed., $820; 4-dr. 
a sed., $866. Deluxe Six—Cpe., $814; 
eur es $865; 2-dr. tour, sed., $871; 4-dr. 
ight Sed., $922; conv. cpe., $993. Deluxe 
pe —Cre., $862; spt. cpe., $913; 2-dr. tour. 
31 oe 4-dr, tour. sed., $970; conv. cpe., 


STUDEBAKER, Champion—3-pass. cpe., 
oan club sed., $700: cruising sed., $740; 3- 
$169- Cpe. deluxe, $720; club sed. deluxe, 
mena ne sed. deluxe, $800. State Com- 
Custom on Paes. bus. cpe., $875; 3-pass. 
ed mM cpe., $900; club sed., $955; cruis. 
— $965. State President—3-pass. cust. 
aan $1,035; club sed., $1,100; cruis. sed.. 
110; conv. sed., $1.460. 
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EES 
Actual top and bottom prices on 1936, 1937 Evening Bulletin; New Orleans Times-Picay- 


and 1938 Used cars, as advertised in local S e une, States; Pittsburgh Press; Cincinnati Post; 
newspapers of current week. SEDAN prices se ar @ in rices Detroit Times, News; Chicago Herald-Exam- 
only used in this comparison. Newspapers co- iner; St. Louis Globe-Democrat, Star-Times; 
operating include: Boston Globe; New York Minneapolis Star; Denver Post; Seattle Post- 


Times, World-Telegram; Philadelphia Inquirer, (As Advertised, Week Ending July 22, 1939) Intelligencer; Los Angeles Examiner, Times 
ese oe 
a aaa EAI, 

MAKE Boston N.Y. Phila. N. Orl’ns, Pittsb’g. Cin’ti. Detroit Chicago St.Louis M’apolis Denver Seattle L.Ang. Nat. Av. 
Buick"“40" 38 J760-695/765-595, = ——|6¥5-650/695-675/795- [695-595 /775- —|695-675,795- —ja45- | = —«| 925-6 45|763-678 








37 [625-595 |595-395,595-525|635-525,595-495|595-525/565-470 |645-545|545-495,595-  |675-500/699-645|725-525|622-520 





°364445- — |365-295| - ~—«|585-465)495-385/325-  |399-335 |395-375/445-375, - |495-400/625-585|585-395|483-3ys 














Buick “50-60” *384795- | - | - (685-550, - | - (5¥5- (845-745) - | - | - (895- |945- (842-671 
*37)665- (619-550, - (740-585/450- (595- | - | - | - | = (695-675; - |725-658|689.585 
"364485- | = ~—«(495-435/535-495, - | - (390- | - | - | - | = | = _(|595-445|527-441 
Chevrolet Master °38 1535-472|508-345/529-385|  -  |555-425|525-499|495-369 |495-465/495-425/599- |485- |665- |625-525/547-440 
37 §455-506U/445-225/945-225| = [44 9-545/425-379/475-Z29Y |465-549/459-549/919-555| 459-375) 965-475 /595-595/455-346 
°364365-300|295-195|545- | —- ~—«($45-265/390-295/290-195 |345-295|385- 280, 399-359 385-250/495-415|498-345|/378-290 





a 45-290 
Vhevrolet Master Deluxe —_384965-495|545-495|575-450|595-435| - [495-480-465 /545-495|545-525,599-580/595-545, = |585-545/563-502 
"37 j485-350/429- |410-330|465-395|425-310/465- = [425-370 |395-345/475-428,519-469|525-395|599-545|/495-395|473-397 





















36 1365-295) 269-255|345-285|375-325|325- = [299-225 |325-295| - |398- (465-375, - |365-295|/356-297 
Chrysler Six °884765-650/750-595|645-545|765-725|695-675/685-595/499-_—||495-_—|495-_—|650- |650- |_—- \725-525|703-580 











°374545-494|429-325|585-350/625-525,  - |477- [450-375 |445-395/435-425|550-  |595-445/645- _|595-495|/535-431 


36] - _|469-245|375-365/485-410|395- —_ |445-390|357-279 |395- —|395- 450 - |450- (498-365/441-375 
e i 






































Chrysler Eight 38 4735- _(899-749|595- (745-695, - | - - (310-695, - | - | - | - + (v78-668 
°37]595-450|539-395/495-475|645-575| - |495-  |499- 495-395, - | - | | SC «(595-560-469 
36h. - | - |. - (425-375, - | - - - | - | - || = (675-635) - (550-505 
DeSoto S~S*~*«S YG |G45- | -  _|650-625|639- | - —*|595- __|665-525|695-685)645-495,- |= ~—«(675- (657-591 
32 J525-475|599-365|695-395|445-395/495-425|545- [425-375 |475-415/545-375485- |= ~—«(665-525/575-495|544-429 
36] _- |395-  _|445-315|425-350|389- |445-229/295- _—|345-—|395- | - —|385-—|515- | = ~—«| 436-329 
Dodge 738 [645-625 |675-465|595-525|695-625|639-575| _- [945-527 |595-550|625-485, - —|695-595|795-775|699-525|655-570 





°37 [615-385|490-250 485-350|575-495|495-395/495-325|450-320 |465-375|545-449/545-495|575-495|645-535 |639-445|540-409 
*361395-315|395-225|375-325|475-425|395-275|410-249|355-269 |350-295|395-195| - _|475-345|488-445|485-345/416-309 
























Ford Standard _°384585-450/425- | - ~—((625-565/439-_|_-_— [445 - ja25- | - | - | = (|595- (445- (539-460 
*37|395-325|295-289|385-265|425-375|349-289| - —|359-315 |365-295/375-277|425-379/395-345|374-  |445-345|382-318 
| 


°361320-275|  - 335-275] - - | - | - | = |845-  |333-275 
Ford Deluxe ~~~ 884585-510/527- _ |515-445|500-495|537-495|530-485|499-395 |495-395|545-495/659-|595-_|695-645/650-535/570-501 


°37 [425-295|435-295)395-295 495-440|395-309|395-311|395-295 |385-295|495-345/439-  |465-385/495- _ |495-395|/439-341 


36 1335-285| _- __|295-185|345-275|245-215|275-225|250-197 |275-225|285- __|375-295|395-385|395-278|395-265|322-257 





































Graham 38] - [s65- | - (685-625, - | - | - (695- | - | - | - | - | _ = (690-595 
31] - |319- _|385-295/475-425,  - | - (|425-  |485- | = (429- | = |795-545/525- 533-406 
dietitian atectinicninniniimaeiaie mail teaMiael |365-325|245- | - (295-245 |335-325/345- | - =| = | = 425 -299/353-288 
Hudson Six SS=S=SBBG25- | _- _—|595-445|785-745/610- | - |S 585-465) - | = | |__- _]525-495|623-552 
*874595-569|209- _|395- (545-525, - | - ‘|437-_—| = _—*iS45- | |595-565|565- | - _—(569-465 
*36(375-245|__- | - |395- _|250-225|275- _—|365-295|345-335|265- | - | = | = -  |346-273 
Hudson Eight 38] -  |725-  |650- (735-685, - | -  (|545- - | - | - | - | = _ [799-495/753-594 
7375 - | -  ([550- 625-585) - | - | - (545- | - | - Io - | - | = (587-565 
nen *861389-375|395- |450- |365- | - | - | = _ (|3%5- - | - | - | - | = (411-372 
Hudson Terraplane 38 -_—=«(| = _—«(425-395)545-_—|465- T - | - |=  |595-450|  -  |645- (565-437 


°37[595-375|425- | _- _|445-385/395-375|297- [395-265 |465-395/445- |495-345|565-435/535-  |482-366 
\299- 


°36|345-295|325- __|275- _|295-250|285- _ |[345-325|297-225 |325-295)325- —|365-_——|375- |385-299|339-283 
LaSalle =S=S=« 8B J945-895|985-895/845-795|879- 945-695, - | = —95- || = | = (800-795) - (8 GS- _ |890-810 
*37]695-565|645-585|675-545|750- (695-665, - 685-545, - —|695-675|775- \750-725|  -  |795-695|679-639 
36 - 


495-425|395-295| - |475-425/445- |495- |397- - | 645-  |595- |495- (516-414 



















































Lincoln-Zephyr ___°884945-775|895- __|925-695|995-885|895- 595-845-795, - | - | = —((945- ANAS -_|975-945/959-798 
____________________°81]674-525|575-495|695-545|745- _ |695-535|595-475|595-475|595-_ | - ~—([750-595/795-_|825-_|745-585|694-557 

°36)450-399| - _|395-385|535-525|475-395| - —‘|335-__—|365- - _|485- _|500- _|625-595|599-445|508-430 
OC a erceeearcenenrlttn eee alse calc tease indeed nena mnealaioant ee calms 


~  |#75-425|689-645| - |522-440 
= |$10- | - | - (297-292 


| 
"37§525-395, - | - (495-445/385- (475-345, - =—|475- —|425- | 
| 
| 
| 






























sof - | - | -  (|265- (|275- -  |285-. | - + (2%5- 
*38[175-725|550-475| _-  (695-_| -  |745- | -  [S85-  |795- . : = |945- _|762-620 
°37|545-375| _- _|495-485|595- _|495-395|395- _|450-445|395- |515-_ | - ~—*(S45-__(625-_—|595- [543-485 
*36]445-286|245- | -  |385-265|375- =; - |) Td __|__= ___[345-295|362-273 















|575- | [745-565|676-597 
|595-445|675- _ |645-435|577-448 
|495-385|436-361 














Olds Eight *38[825-665|675-665/695-595|675- |745-695/695- |575- | - | - | - | - - _|795-695|736-652 
\645-595|651-489 


\500-  |479-365 
- |945-895|893-741 

(775-525|619-519 
625-465|473-384 








ee 

°37]565-494|535-325/595-475/625- (515-499 |575- | 
| 

| 


Packard 120 38 












Plymouth 





37 [445-395|375-225|465-295| -  |475-345/445-385/421-300 |465-325|475-365/429- |550-445|595-545|545-435/478-374 
*36]369-320|295-159|350-250| - |(379-175|395-267|345-225 \345-275|385-295|/329-298|435-325|465-395]425-295|376-273 


Plymouth Deluxe *38 [645 -535|595-425/550-465|695-635|549-465/395- [465-399 |575-485/435- | - 625-575 - _|669-395|580-477 
°37§495-365| - |450-335\285- |465-375/397- (395-350 |485- 495-345|/499- |465- | - |565-395/479-356 
| 


36] —- - _|350-255|350-235|313-289|287-  |339-240|345-295)|325- 399-329/475- - \450-295|372-278. 
Pontiac Six *38)645-560|667-565|595-525|725-685/675-595|645- (645-550 (595-  (675-645|645- (587 -535|795-745|725-545/669-595 
375 


J535-475|475-295|/525-420/485-  |525-420/495-425/485-329 |475-375|/525-438|545- \575-385|645-495|625-425|536-414 


36 435-315|325-290|325-295|375-240|375-195|375-325|325- — |395-275|395-375|375-365/445- —|525- \445-310|399-301 
















Pontiac Eight *38)825-690|725-635| - |745-645/625- | - (825-595, - - | - | = | = _|575-545|739-622 
°37)575-545| - | - (|365- (495- | - | - | - - |) - | - |= |625-425|559-445 







375-250|365- | -  |345-  |378-297 
Studebaker Dictator 38 595- _|675-445|695- = |895-695|685-545|730-575 
*37|545-495|395- _|450-395/550-365| - |525-350| -  |425-  |495-327| - _ |565-495|645-625|535-485|526-437 
"36)425-  |245- |365-325/425-270|395- |325- |325- |385- /395-295|  - |465- |495-  |465-435|429-326 



















Studebaker President *38845- || = 645-595/795-520| - =745- =| le fl le | hl hm] CU LT CU hd CC |762-620 
°37[675-555|_ - |= 575-385] _ - 595- |e Te | «1595 -535/610-492 
"36f495- | = | = *445-285/845- [ - f= T=] le } | = 85 475-315 





’38]395-365) - | - (|325- (|445- | - |325- |445- | - | = (|850- (|495- (|365- [445-344 
’37 345 -265|297-235|295-260'325-245|285- |325- |220- 1295- (295-250, - (|355-335'345- _|295-269|319-266 
36f165- | - | - (245-195, - (200- | - | - | - | - | - | = {140-125|195-162 


Willys 


National Average, All Makes, July 22—$546-$450 
National Average, All Makes, July 15—$564-$462 


Used Car Selling Prices, as advertised in the classified section of metropolitan newspapers nationally, are compiled ex- 

clusively by Automotive News as a copyrighted feature. This is the first time anywhere that bona fide top and bottom 

prices have been compiled from published figures to establish the trend of the market and the resulting national index. 
Where no prices are quoted, no car of make and model was offered during the period covered. 




























































16 AUTOMOTIVE NEWS, MONDAY, AUGUST 7, 1939 


New Passenger Car Registrations, All States for June, 1939-1938 


Figures supplied by R. L. Polk & Co., New Jersey Motor List Co., and for New York metropolitan area by Sherlock & Arnold 
CHRYSLER GENERAL MOTORS FORD NON-AFFILIATED 
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The News of Automotive Advertising 





By Pete Wembhoff 





Ss 
Case Mfg. Co. (Keeling & Co. 
ency) continues series of Satur- 
: Evening Post advertisements 
“th the introduction of the “lazy 
rorsepower” theme. Illustrated by 
Walt Early, ads show two somno- 
jent equines snoozing under a tree, 
yith the caption, “Is Your Horse- 
wer Loafing? Then Put Casite 


ur Motor.” 
ing up with this national 


fieup 
R. 


advertising, the company offers a 
jobber program keynoted by the 
‘Casite Horsepower Thief Pro- 
tective Ass’n.”. This program is 
highlighted by two new assort- 
ments of merchandise, with free 
advertising material, designed to 
inrease dealer sales with a min- 
imum investment in stock. 


Joins 
Newsweek has added R. W. 
(Zig) Zarker to its New York 


area sales staff. 

Previous to joining Newsweek, 
Zarker was for the last three 
years a member of the Time’s 
sales staff, working out of the 
Detroit office. Before that, he 
was with N. W. Ayer & Son in 
Detroit. 


Info 

Replacing reprint mailings, 
Fortune mag is now getting out 
eight-pager “Spokes” in color; 
Sent to promotion list. 

Formerly mag _ reprinted 
house ads and table-of-contents 
ads appearing in trade papers, 
then mailed ’em to list. Fig- 
ured new booklet has more 
wastebasket-resistance, and 
provides opportunity to get a- 
— more things than hereto- 
ore, 


Choir 


Nearly 1,000 persons sat through 
a Steady drizzle at the New York 
World’s Fair to hear a concert 
given July 30 by the Chrysler Mo- 
‘ors Corp. male choir, and broad- 
cast by CBS. 

Ranging in age from 19 to 62, 
the 200 men in the choir represent 
6? occupational units in the 


| Chrysler Corp. plants at Detroit 
and are under leadership of 
Thomas Lewis, assistant director 
of personnel. The choir was 
formed in September, 1933, and 
presents at least two concerts an- 
nually in Detroit. 


Quits 


George H. Thornley has re- 
signed from Erwin, Wasey & Co., 
Inc., New York, which he joined 
in October, 1938. He previously 
served as senior vice-president of 
N. W. Ayer & Son, Inc., and was 
one of the founders of Thornley & 
Jones, Inc. 


Named 

Leslie S. Gillette this week be- 
comes executive vice-president of 
the Hazard Advertising Corp., N. 
Y. City. He’s been advertising and 
sales promotion manager of U. S. 
Industrial Alcohol Co., since 1930. 


Firestone to Build 
New Tire Plant 
In Bombay, India 


AKRON.—Another new unit in 
the worldwide manufacturing fa- 
cilities of the Firestone Tire & 
Rubber Co. will commence opera- 
tions shortly, it was learned last 
week through an announcement 
of the establishment of a plant at 
Bombay, India. Construction is 
now under way and it is expected 
that the factory will be ready to 
start manufacturing by late fall. 

This will be the seventh plant 
built by Firestone in foreign 
countries, others already in opera- 
tion being located in Canada, 
England, Spain, Switzerland, Ar- 
gentine and South Africa. The 
capacity of the latest factory wiil 
be 400 tires and tubes a day, with 
provision for expansion when re- 
quired. 

Firestone has been established 
in India with sales and distribut- 
ing facilities for 20 years and its 
business has grown steadily, hav- 
ing now reached such a volume 
that manufacturing facilities are 
deemed necessary and more eco- 
nomical. 


Wis. Senate Votes Down 


Four-Cent Tax on Oil 
MADISON, Wis.—The state sen- 
ate last week eliminated from the 
Administration’s tax bill the pro- 
posed 4-cents a gallon tax on lub- 
ricating oil, which it was esti- 
mated, would produce $1,500,000 
for the bienium. 
The senate rejected the oil tax 
despite a warning that a sales tax 
lis a possibility if the bill is 
emasculated. The oil tax amend- 
ment was strenuously opposed by 
| the Wisconsin Petroleum Assn. 
and its executive secretary, Roy 
L. Brecke, of Milwaukee. 


Thomen to Chicago 


AKRON.—Walter W. Thomen, who 
has been a special field representative 
of the B. F. Goodrich Co. original 
equipment tire division, will make his 
headquarters in the Chicago district 
after Aug. 1, it is announced by G. E. 
Brunner, general sales manager, Good- 
rich original equipment tire division. 








ing CBLIC RELATIONS, and their importance as an operating philosophy in 
Uustry and the community, were discussed informally by Paul Garrett, di- 


rect 
'Visional 


Or of public relations for General Motors, before newspapermen, GM 
executives and public relations men, held in Los Angeles last week. 


Garrett, at left, is shown with Norman Chandler, vice-president and general 


Manager of the Los Angeles Times, center, and R. J. Wilkins, general man- | 
of General Motor’s Southern California division. 


ager 


‘Foreign’ Car Plates 


Are Banned in N. H. 


CONCORD, N. H.—(UTPS). 
—Use of “foreign” automobile 
number plates has been banned 
in this state by motor vehicle 
officials. 

It was becoming quite a fad 


for motorists to buy plates 


marked “Australia,” ‘India,’ 
“Egypt,” etc., creating the im- 
pression that they had been 
touring abroad. In many cases 
the plates, obtainable at auto- 
motive equipment stores for 
around 20 cents, obscured the 
New Hampshire plates, officials 
complained. 


Truck Loadings 
Continue Ahead 
Of 1938 Volume 


WASHINGTON. — Truck load- 
ings are continuing to run sub- 
stantially ahead of last year, a 
survey by the American Trucking 
Assns. shows. Movement in June 
was 26.2 percent above the same 
month last year and 1.8 percent 
under May of this year. Further- 
more, current tonnage represents 
an 18.8 percent increase over the 
1936 monthly average. 

The movement of cars and 
trucks by motor transporters was 
more than 65 percent above last 
June, and 6 percent under this 
May, the decline from May to 
June being accounted for largely 
by unsettled labor conditions in 
the automobile industry. 

In the general merchandise 
class, which represented about 75 
percent of the total tonnage re- 
ported, June volume was 28.1 per- 
cent above the same month of last 
year and 1.7 percent below May, 
1939. 

All classes showed these sub- 
stantial gains over a year ago but 
only iron and steel managed to 
register an increase from May to 
June, 1939. The gain was less than 
1 percent, but in this same cate- 
gory the increase from June, 1938, 
to June, 1939, was more than 32 
percent. 


U. S. Book Gives 
Data on Rubber 


WASHINGTON. — Coincid- 
ing with the 100th anniversary of 
the discovery of vulcanization of 
rubber by Charles Goodyear, the 
U. S. department of commerce last 
week announced publication of 
“the latest and most comprehen- 
sive survey of the rubber in- 
dustry prepared in recent years.” 

‘Rubber Industry of the United 
States, 1839 to 1939,” compiled 
under the direction of the leather 
and rubber division of the depart- 
ment of commerce, gives a com- 
plete story of rubber from its 
source to its manufacture and 
utilization. 

Booklet contains a sketch of the 
life of Charles Goodyear, the 
“father” of the industry which in 
its best years, according to the de- 
partment, has given employment 
in manufacture to more than 150,- 
000 persons and produced goods 
valued at $1,250,000,000. 








Beydler Named Manager 


Of New Orleans Firm 
NEW ORLEANS.—Roy Beydler, 
who has been associated with the 
Packard distributor here for 13 
years, has been named general 
manager for Packard New Or- 
leans, Inc., and has made several 
changes in the local outlet. 
Coleman Romain, who has been 
connected with the higher priced 


car lines, has been made Packard | 


retail sales manager and Al A. 


Dobyns was appotnted wholesale | 


representative in the New Orleans 
territory. Beydler formerly was 
with the Packard company at St. 
Louis and was Packard service 
manager here from 1926 until his 
appointment recently as manager. 





Road Contracts Set 
RICHMOND, Va.—(UTPS) — Awards 
were made by the Virginia state high- 
way commission last week of nearly 
half a million dollars in road con. 
struction contracts. Two of the pro 


| jects are subject to federal approval 
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Dealers tell MCS ase William C Callahan 


(Continued from Page 1) 


dustry this year will probably 
sell 2,000,000 or more new pdas- 
senger cars. In order to do this 
dealers are resorting to all sorts 
of over-allowances, packs, dis- 
counts and other methods of 
making it so easy for the new 
car buyer to buy that he will 
feel that he cannot afford to 
keep his old car. The result is 
many dealers this year will force 
their market beyond a normal 
inclination on the part of buyers 
to buy, through the simple me- 
dium of bribing buyers or buy- 
ing sales, using the bait of over- 
allowances and so forth to get 
volume. 
% * * 

On this basis, then, the burden 
and cost of obtaining high volume 
of new car sales this year will 
have to be divided among the 
dealer, his used car customers and 
his service patrons—the profits 
will be divided among manufac- 
turers. To back this demand for 
volume is a dealer-factory con- 
tract which provides for cancella- 
tion with or without cause on 90- 
day notice. Thus, the dealer who 
wishes to remain in business more 
than 90 days to protect the effort 
and monetary investment already 
made, must provide his factory 
with what it considers its share 
in the percentage of price class 
and percentage of weight class of 
an over-stimulated market. 

* * tk 
What our potential production 
as an industry really is, has 
never been revealed. Our aver- 
age sales for the past several 
years have been around 3,000,- 

000 units, but since most deal- 

ers have been constantly di- 
minishing their working capital 
in order to maintain a sales rate 

that has yielded that volume, it 

would be safer to say that a 

sound anticipated market would 

be found somewhere between 

2,500,000 and 3,000,000 units. I 

have never believed in the the- 

ory of producing only what can 
be easily and quickly sold, 
but it would seem that logic is 
on the side of Mr. Horner when 
he says that, since factories are 
the ones who profit from pur- 
chased volume, they should be 
willing to contribute something 
to the buying price in the form 
of wider discounts or otherwise. 
*% 


Looking at the picture from an 
outsiders’ viewpoint, it would 
seem that the production and sale 
of 2,000,000 to 3,000,000 vehicles 
annually should provide plenty of 
profit for labor, the manufacturer 
and the seller. Yet a survey, con- 
ducted recently by NADA, re- 
vealed that dealers average ap- 
proximately 25 mills profit on 
each dollar’s volume of sales. Re- 
cent statistics developed by the 
Federal Trade Commission indi- 
cate that the factory take has 
been much more favorable.. 

Coming right down then to 
fundamentals, two paths seem 
open to the manufacturers as a 
whole: a revision of contracts 
which eliminates the element of 
pressure now existent in the de- 
mands for new car volume, thus 
giving dealers greater freedom in 
profiting from market fluctuations, 
(which would mean lower vol- 
ume), or broader discounts which 
will permit dealers to force the 
market with less expense to them- 
selves. Barring some step in this 
direction, manufacturers may find 
in a not-distant future that dealer 
capital is no longer available and 
that annual volume will have to 
be bought at their own expense, 
without assistance from the dealer 
and his allies, the used car buyer 
and the service patron. 

* * oe 

CYECOND in a series of informal 

meeting, between the members 
of the executive committee of the 
National Automobile Dealer Assn. 
and representative of the in- 
dividual automobile manufactur- 
ers, will be held Aug. 28 when 
problems within the industry will 
be discussed with executives of 
the Chrysler Corp. The first meet- 
ing of this series was held two 
weeks ago when the NADA group 
met with Alfred P. Sloan jr., 
chairman of the board of General 


Motors. Meetings with other 
manufacturers are now being 
planned. 


* * * 


W. J. McGRAW, Chevrolet 
dealer in Bellaire, O., tipped me 
off this week to a system he has 
been using for some _ years 
which is in effect a followup on 
his used car buyers. Bill says 
that the buying habits of the 
used car user are not much dif- 
ferent from the buying habtis 
of the new car user. Thus, by 
keeping a record of used car 
buyers to whom he sold cars in 
the past, he is able to judge ap- 
proximately the time when each 
buyer will be back in the mar- 
ket, what kind of car he will 
probably be interested in .and 
about how much money he will 
be able to pay. This gives him 
a real prospect list for used cars 
as well as a good follow- 
through on service. 

The tact that the dealer has 
confidence enough in the used car 
he sold to keep in touch with the 
man he sold it to, also helps to 
build confidence among his used 
car buyers. The cars, however, 
must be sold right. 

1 a ES 


T AST week I discussed briefly 

bank competition in financing 
and its effect on the dealer, com- 
menting that perhaps. dealers 
could do little to prevent the 
growing trend to “cash deals.” 
This week I have a letter from 
H. C. Butkiewicz, vice-president 
of Universal Credit citing the case 
of one dealer who has done some- 
thing to offset this trend with its 
consequent loss of reserves and 
threat of higher finance rates. 
Butkiewicz says: 

“Bernard Reuter, one of the 
principals of the Kenmore Motor 
Co. in Buffalo, has developed an 
idea in controlling this particular 
situation, which we believe is 
worthy of being passed on. 

“It has always been his practice 
to maintain a monthly commission 
sheet on each salesman, which 
shows the detail of each deal made 
by the salesman and the amount 
of commission paid. Reuter has 
now added an additional column 
in which he shows the name of 
the finance company or bank to 
which the time deals were sent, 
and the amount of the reserve 
received, if any. 

“From this record, the dealer 
can determine to what extent the 
individual salesman is offsetting 
the amounts paid to him as com- 
mission, or in the form of straight 
salary through the medium of re- 
serve earned on time deals which 
he has closed. This comparison has 
in the case of this particular 
dealership produced some very 
startling results. 

“In other words, it has been 
shown that two particularly good 
salesmen, running practically neck 
and neck so far as volume of sales 
is concerned, can show two en- 
tirely different records from the 
standpoint of actual income to 
dealer. 

“The best example involved one 
salesman who was paid a flat 
salary of $240 and earned over 
$350 in reserve in one month on 
his transactions; and another sales- 
man, who is paid on the same 
basis, but earned only some $45 
in reserve during the same period. 

“We believe that this is a 
graphic way to demonstrate to 
dealers themselves the deficiency 
of some of their salesmen in not 
fighting this type of competition 
concerning the dealer’s revenue, 
and we are passing it along to you 
for what it is worth.” 


| Total N. Y. Registrations 


Set Mark in First Half 
ALBANY.—Reflecting the sharp 
improvement in the New York 
state automobile market, Carroll 
E. Mealey, state motor vehicle 
commissioner, announces the larg- 
est half-year registration increase 
on record, 

Registrations during the first 
half of the current year totaled 
2,419,412, as compared with 2,- 
351,259 for the corresponding pe- 
riod of last year, or an increase 
of 68,153 vehicles. 











my AUTO-BioGRAPHY 


THE SAGA OF THE FI 
’ 100 VESRSCON REEEE ae 


By Chris Sinsabaugh 





a no 


ors 5 
































Photograph: Brown Bros., New York 
: WILLIAM K. VANDERBILT JR., presented the Vanderbilt Cup for 
international road race competition, which was inaugurated on Long 
Island in 1904. In the picture above Vanderbilt is shown at the left, 
with Jefferson deMont Thompson, later chairman of the AAA Contest 
Board on extreme right, talking things over with one of the race 
officials, center. 


Chapter XXXI—Vanderbilt Cup 


Ten races were run for the Vanderbilt cup, which after 
all were more international in character than Elgin. The 
latter had a few foreign-built cars driven by Americans; 
whereas in the Vanderbilt the cars from across the big 
pond were the McCoys, nominated by European and 
English manufacturers and piloted by their own men. 
This brought to our shores such famous foreign stars as 
Victor Hemery, Louis Wagner, Felipe Nazzaro, Lancia, 
Le Blon and the like, to mention only a few, who for the 
first three races were invincible. But at that time foreign- 
built cars imported into this country were the rage and 
their victories in the Vanderbilt enhanced their popular- 
ity among the wealthy classes, so that importers grabbed 
the cream of the automobile market in this country in 
those early days. 

The famous trophy was sponsored by William K. Vanderbilt 
Jr., now a prominent railroad executive, whose inspiration 
came from the success he had attained behind the wheel of a 
racing car, plus a sincere desire to encourage American builders 
to improve the breed of their own products and battle for the 
business in their own country which the foreigners were 
getting. 

The then young Vanderbilt participated in the Florida beach 
meet in 1904 and had set the mark for the amateur straight- 
away mile at 39 seconds, a mark which stood for several years. 
Elated over this, it did not take much persuasion on the part 
of Fred J. Wagner and his fellow racing enthusiasts, with 
whom Vanderbilt palled around, to get him to plan this inter- 
national race and give a cup bearing his name. 

Long Island was selected for the first race because New 
York City was the center of racing activities in those days. 
And the choice proved a winner so far as attendance was con- 
cerned. Of course, the expenses had to be underwritten be- 
cause there was no chance of getting a paying gate. There was 
only one tiny grandstand and the Top Ten of society took that 
over. Every other place 
around the circuit was 
free. All you had to do 
was grab a vantage place 
along the roadside and 
it didn’t cost a cent. 
And did the crowds turn 
out after the first race 
had proved itself. At- 
tendance estimates in 
the later years ran up to 
150,000 to 200,000, uncon- 
trollable mobs, hard to 
handle. Spectators risked 
life and limb trying to 
get close to the course 
and see the racers pass. 
It was nothing unusual 

* to have so many on the 
roadside that only a 
narrow lane was left for 
the racing cars. Even 
when military guards 
were provided the people 
still risked their necks. 

The chief charm of the 
Vanderbilt, I'll always 
think, was the start at 
daybreak, which usually 
meant 6 a.m, even 
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earlier.. This had its appeal for it meant that the race- 
goers or rather the most of them, had to pass the night 
parked around the course. Consequently, going to the 
race meant an all-night picnic with cars parked in fields, 
picnic lunches carried and everyone making merry until 
the dawn came. And those who did not join in this mid- 
night revelry at the course partied at Garden City or in 
the road houses adjacent. 

After three Vanderbilts had been run, competition sprung up 
from the Automobile Club of America, which is credited with 
having been jealous of the American Automobile Assn., which 
was the Vanderbilt’s sanctioning body. The ACA, not being 
able to use the Long Island circuit of course, hung up what 
was known as the Grand Prize cup for an international race 
cut from the Vanderbilt pattern, sanctioned it, handled it and 
thumbed a nose at the AAA. The club went to Savannah, Ga., 
with its Grand Prize cup in 1908, running the race a month 
after the Vanderbilt. 

The rivalry between the two sets of promoters was most 
bitter, with the Grand Prize running second in popularity and 
prominence. ACA played a lone hand until 1911, after the 
Vanderbilt had to be moved from Long Island because of the 
inability to control the crowds of spectators, even when the 
course was soldiered. This evacuation took place following the 
running of the 1910 race and a truce was declared between the 
warring factions. 

The ACA and the AAA buried the hatchet, with the former, 
however, refusing to lose its identity in the racing game. So 
in 1911 at Savannah the Vanderbilt and the Grand Prize were 
run over the same course but on different days of the meet. The 
Grand Prize was sanctioned and handled by the Automobile 
Club of America and the Vanderbilt by the American Automo- 
bile Assn. And from 1911 up to and including 1916, when both 
cups passed out of competition, the dual bill was presented at 
each of the meets. 

Lost in the archives somewhere is the chronology of the 
Grand Prize. Relying though on my memory, poor at best, 
| sorta remember that Louis Wagner, the Frenchman, won the 
first Grand Prize cup at Savannah and that other winners in 
succeeding years included David Bruce-Brown, Barney Old- 
field, Eddie Pullen, Ralph De Palma and Dario Resta. Correct 
me, if I am wrong. 

* * * 


Taking in the Revelry 


Being a sorta homebody and tied down to a desk in Chicago, 
it was not until 1910 that I attended my first Vanderbilt. | 
was lucky in that I saw the last of the Long Island course 
races, which made me understand the glamour of those great 
races. I went out to Long Island with Alfred Reeves, who 
later, and for 25 years was the general manager of the Auto- 
mobile Manufacturers Assn. and its predecessors. A hick from 
the sticks, I was given the works by Al—he took me to the 
revelry at Garden City, then to Krug’s Corners on the edge 
of the course, where was located a famous roadhouse, where 
we bedded down for 40 winks, getting to the course in time 
to enjoy all the thrills attending the start of the classic. And 
they were all that had been claimed for them. 

Later on, in 1912, I was to see the running of the Vander- 
bilt and the Grand Prize at Milwaukee, where the great David 
Bruce-Brown was killed during practice. And it was there that 
I got a scoop for Motor Age, the first air picture of a road 
race. It was taken by a Chicago Tribune photographer, who 
passengered in a plane, despite the protests of the officials who 
claimed it was dangerous to have an airship fly over a crowd. 
They threatened federal action. That photographer, however, 
didn’t know the value of that picture. I got it for $1 and to 
my paper it was worth at least $100. 

Ep1tTor’s Note: This is the thirty-first instalment of 


Chris Sinsabaugh’s memoirs. Subsequent instalments 
will appear in succeeding issues of Automotive News. 





Photograph: Brown Bros., New York 
LOUIS WAGNER, of France, won the third Vanderbilt, and this photo shows him crossing the finishing 
line in his French Darracg. Note the grandstand, which seated only about 200 spectators, most of them from 


New York’s “400”. 


Farmers’ Income 
Takes Slight Dip 
From May Total 


WASHINGTON. — Farm 
income from marketings 
totaled $501,000,000, it was e 
this week by the U. § bureay 
agricultural economics. The i 
income was 1 percent smaller that 
the estimate of $508,000,000 for Ma 
whereas there is usually a small in, 
crease in income from May to in 
Income this June was 3 percen 
smaller than the $514,000,009 | 
ported for June, 1938. . 

Government payments to farmer; f! 
in June amounted to $51,000,0%9 
compared to $81,000,000 paid in May §) 
and $45,000,000 in June, 1938. . 
cluding government __ payment, 
farmers’ income this June totalej 
$552,000,000 compared with é 
000,000 in May and $559,000,000 iz 
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In Jun 
Stimatey 




















June, 1938. the 
In the first half of 1939, farmery | that 
income from marketings totale | Buic 


$2,967,000,000 and was 4 


Percent f sche 


smaller than the estimate of $3,084. }.4 ne 


000,000 in January-June last yea 
Increased income from marketing, 
of grains, meat animals, vegetables 
and chickens and eggs was more 
than offset by smaller receipts from 
cotton, dairy products, tobacco, anj 
fruits. Farm _ income, including 
government payments, for the firs 
half of this year is estimated y 
$3,381,000,000 or 1 percent more tha 
the $3,341,000,000 reported for th 
first 6 months of 1938, 


3,000 Workers to Observe} 


Thermoid Day at N. Y. Fair 

TRENTON, N. J.—Preparation 
are being made here for observ. 
ance of Thermoid Day at the New 
York World’s Fair on Aug, % 
Having been given their choi 
between a picnic and a trip to th 
fair, it is announced that employe 
of the Thermoid Co. plant her 
voted overwhelmingly in favor o 
the latter. 

It is estimated that between 2- 
000 and 3,000 employes, their fam- 
ilies and friends will make the 
trip, either by special train or spe- 
cial buses. They will go directly 
to the fair, where the New Jersey 
state building will be their head- 
quarters. Special arrangement 
will be made to allow them to se 
the automotive exhibits withou 
waiting. 


Minn. Dealers Golf 


MINNEAPOLIS. — The Minneapols 
Automobile Dealers’ Assn. will hold it 
annual golf tournament and dinne 
Aug. 7 at the Country Club her 
Members of the committee in charg 
are L. F. Johnson, of Bud Johnsa 
Motor Co., chairman; Floyd Whitake: 
of W. R. Stephens Co.; Edward Tayla 
of Studebaker Sales Co.; Emory Por 
eroy, of Northwest Nash Co., and E 
M. Whisman, secretary of the Minnt 
apolis Automobile Dealers’ Assn. al 
yo Minnesota Automobile Dealer 

ssn. 
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lemen of the press get 
We gerrudson, Nash and Willys- 
- 4 on Tuesday, Wednesday, 
thursday and Friday of this week, 
ith Saturday ana Sunday in 
iron for the running of Chev- 
let's soap box derby. On the 
glowing Monday there is the 
eneral Electric preview at Cleve- 
on Tuesday Morrow 


nd 
= 3 Studebaker press party at 


south Bend. 
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* * # 


PONTIAC was to have been on 
he 9th, but, for obvious reasons, 
hat was postponed. However, 
ick, which originally was 
gheduled for the 9th, has selected 
date—Aug. 23. Oldsmobile 
gs picked a tentative date—Sept. 
i], Neither Pontiac nor Chevrolet 
as settled when their parties will 
ig held but it is expected that an- 
souncements will be made shortly. 

. - 2 


SANTA CLAUS climbed down 
ny chimney in mid-summer and 
tufled a new suit of clothes into 
ny stocking. Which solved for me 
the mystery of the tickler ad now 
ming in Automotive News. 
Donning the suit, I became a 
anda pamba, which is to be my 
miform on the preview circuit. 
for the suit is made of a new 
wholstery for automobiles and, 
believe it or not, it is most com- 


Sparks 


(Continued from Page 1) 











Chris 
Sinsabaugh 









don’t look like the pamba pictured 
in the ad, either. Only Santa for- 
got to bring along with him the 
seat covers. 

% Bo x 


MEBBE I can let you into part 
of the secret and explain what 
canda really is. It is not a trade- 
mark—it’s, as I said before, a type 
of new upholstery which is to be 
on the market on many of the 
1940 cars (the makers say “we 
hope, we hope, we hope’). 

“Its name is canda cloth—and 
you’ve never seen anything like 
it before,” the makers declare. 
“It’s the quintessence of every- 
thing fine you ever had, or heard 
of, or hoped for, in an upholstery 
fabric created especially for car 
interiors. It’s an exclusive auto- 
mobile fabric as definitely modern 
as your 1940 motor cars will be. 
Canda cloth combines all the lux- 
ury, durability and cleanability of 
fine mohair velvets with the 
smoothness and trimness of other 
types of upholstery.” 

And they hint that a feature 
will be the “breathing back” 
which allows the free passage of 
air through seat cushions. 

ca * ad 


IN THE SANCTUM, perched on 
the window sill, is the miniature 
moose presented to the editor by 
Warren Hastings, editor of the 
Canadian Motorist, at the Cana- 
dian SAE meeting over a year 
ago. It is carved with a jackknife 


frtable and becoming. And I from a single piece of Canadian 









AKRON — Akron Beacon- 
Journal, A. F. Falk. 

ALBANY—Times-Union, Wil- 
liam J. Meehan; Knickerbocker 
News, E. T. Loveday. 

ATLANTA — Journal, M. H. 
Hopkins; Constitution, H. M. 
Van Devender; Georgian Amer- 
ican, G. C. Jones jr. 

BALTIMORE — News-Post & 
American, Jerome J. Reese; 
Sun, A. O. O’Brien. 

BIRMINGHAM, Ala. — News 
& Age-Herald, S. S. Riddle; 
Post, William Huie. 

BOSTON — Herald-Traveler, 
John P. Dempsey; Globe, James 
T. Sullivan; Transcript, Fred C. 
Green; Post, W. A. Niland. 

BRIDGEPORT, Conn.—Times- 
Star, J. H. Goetz; Herald, How- 
ard Comstock; Post & Tele- 
gram, Col. Lott Boreen. 

BROOKLYN —Eagle, John 
DeMilia; Citizen, William 


Punch. 

BUFF AL O—News, Arthur 
Metzler; Courier - Express, M. 
H. Cole. 

CAMDEN, N. J.—Courier- 
Post, B. A. DeYoung. 

CANTON, O.—Repository, 
Clifford Grass. 

CHARLOTTE, N. C.— News, 
I. W. Williams; Observer, H. A. 
Rouser. 

CHATTANOOGA, Tenn.—~— 
Times, Charles W. Bower: 
News, Leonard Hudson; Free 
Press, W. G. Foster. 

CHICAGO — Chicago Journal 
of Commerce, W. L. Ayers: 
Daily News, John Jenkins; Her- 
ald & Examiner, E. D. (Doc) 
Conley; Tribune, Hal Faust; 
Daily Drovers’ Journal. J. J. 
McMahon; Evening American, 
Herbert D. Wilson; Times, Wil- 
lam Irvin. 

CINCINNATI—Engquirer, Bob 
Beiser; Post, W. E. McCarty; 
Times-Star, Fred D. Burns. 

CLEVELAND — Plain Dealer, 
Harry W. Smith; News, Leo J. 
Fox; Press, Carl E. Stahley. 

COLUMBUS, 0O.—Ohio State 
Journal, Warren S. Holloway; 
ispatch, Ivor H. Young: Citi- 
zen, Jerry Burden. 

DALLAS, Tex.— Morning 
News, Gene Wallis; Times-Her- 





AUTOMOTIVE NEWS, MONDAY, AUGUST 7, 1939 


basswood by C. Vollrath, a Cana- 
dian trapper up in the Ottawas. 
Naturally, it attracts a lot of at- 
tention—it should, fer it is a mas- 
terpiece. 

Hil Best, publishers’ rep, 
Gropped in the other day. He had 
seen it before, but he told of run- 
ning across Vollrath at the home 
of the quints in Callender. The 
old trapper showed him one of 
these mooses with the statement 
he had carved one for an auto- 
mobile man in _ Detroit, 
name he couldn’t remember. 

“Must have been Chris Sinsa- 
baugh,” said Hil, whereupon the 
old trapper excitedly shouted: 

“That’s right. She is him.” 





Metallic Compound 
Hailed As ‘Find’ 
For Tool Work 


NEW YORK.—Discovery of a 
metallic compound said to be cap- 
able of cutting and smoothing the 
toughest metals and harder than 
the hardest steel used to manu- 
facture tools, is reported to the 
American Chemical Society by 
Philip M. McKenna, of the Mc- 
Kenna Metals Co., Latrobe, Pa. 

The new compound, because of 
its ability to retain a sharp cut- 
ting edge at high temperatures, 
will increase the speed with which 
stainless steels can be machined, 
according to the report. Economy 
will result from doing away with 
the necessity of removing and 
sharpening tools at short inter- 
vals. 

Metal alloys made from the 
new compound are said to be ideal 
for work done on hard tough met- 


whose | 


IMPORTER IN CHINA visits General Tire Co. offices. Left to 
Andreoli, vice-president and general manager, General Tire and Rubber Ex- 
port Ce: H. Lange, of Hong Kong, China; and F. Howard Smith, assistant 
manager, General Tire and Rubber Export Co. 


als which do not chip off in little 
pieces while being cut but form a 
continuous coiled springlike fila- 
ment. Such metals are among the 
most difficult to work because they 
usually dull one part of the cut- 
ting edge of a tool and cause the 
remaining sharp portion to “crat- 
er”, or disfigure, the surface be- 
ing cut. 

Given a rating of 9.8 on the 
scale used by metallurgists to rep- 
resent the hardness of a material, 
the new compound is .2 softer 
than a diamond, which, with a 
rating of 10, is the hardest sub- 
stance known. The material is 
obtained by heating tungsten, 
which is used for making filaments 
for electric lights, titanium, a 
metal found in common clay, and 
carbon in crucibles made from 
pure graphite, the material from 
which lead pencils are made. 

The mixture is heated in a bath 


right: J. 


of molten nickel to a temperature 
of 2,000 degrees for a prolonged 
period. Upon cooling, it is sepa- 
rated from the nickel by dissolving 
it first in aqua regia, a solvent 
capable of dissolving gold, and 
other reagents, and finally in hy- 
drofiuoric acid in platinum dishes. 


GE’s Billings Rise 12%, 
Profits 24% in 1st Half 
SCHENECTADY, N. Y.—Sales 

billed by General Electric Co. 

during the first six months of 

1939 amounted to $146,299,212, an 

increase of 12 percent over the 

$130,910,638 billed in the corre- 
sponding period of 1938, accord- 
ing to President Gerard Swope. 
Profit available for dividends 
for the first half of this year 
amounted to $16,370,192, com- 
pared with $13,176,956 for the first 

half of 1938, an increase of 24 

percent. 





motive News wish that any errors or deletions be called to their attention. 


ald, J. L. Sharp; Dispatch-Jour- 
nal, B. H. Richardson. 
DAYTON, O.— Journal-Her- 
ald, John Moore jr.; Daily 
News, M. J. Misner. 
DENVER — Rocky Mountain 
News, U. C. Brown; Post, R. H. 
Kenney. 
DES MOINES, Ia. — Register 
& Tribune, Lou Rich. 
DETROIT—Times, H. S. 
Walesby; Free Press, Will R. 
MacDonald; News, E. Y. Wat- 


DULUTH, Minn. — Herald & 
News Tribune, George Sweeney. 
EL PASO, Tex.—Herald Post- 
Times, Thos. H. Peterson, 
Times, R. D. MacNeith. 
ERIE, Pa.— Dispatch-Herald, 
William Turner; Times, Don 


Hayes. 
FLINT, Mich. — Journal, Ro- 


L. Martin. 
aCRESNO, Calif.—Bee, Sid 
Halls. 

FORT WAYNE, Ind. — Jour- 
nal-Gazette, J. R. Williamson; 
News-Sentinel, Paul E. Knapp. 

FORT WORTH, Tex.—Press, 
George Carter; Star-Telegram, 
George Addington. 

GRAND RAPIDS, Mich.— 
Press, H. Wendell Spencer; 
Herald, E. R. Esenwein. 

HARTFORD, Conn.—Cour- 
ant, John L. Coughlin; Times, 
William J. Johnson. 

HOLLYWOOD, Calif. — Citi- 
zen-News, Geo. D. Wheeler. 

HOUSTON, Tex.—Post, Max 
S. Dreyling jr.; Chronicle, T. K. 
Bullen; Press, Pike Powers. 

INDIANAPOLIS — Times, 
William Crabb; Commercial, D. 
A. Bray; News, Tom Rhoades; 
Star, C. L. Kern. 

JACKSONVILLE, Fla.—Jour- 
nal, Dan McNiel; Florida 
Times-Union, Albert Ainslie. 

JERSEY CITY, N. J.—Jersey 
Journal, G. V. Headley. 

KANSAS CITY, Kan.—Kan- 
san, Mark Jones. 

KANSAS CITY, Mo.—Star- 
Times, J. D. Bowersock; Jour- 
nal, J. A. Penticuff. 

KNOXVILLE, Te nn.—Jour- 
nal, H. J. Moorhead; News- 
Sentinel, Lee Forrest. 

LITTLE ROCK, Ark.— 


Arkansas Democrat, Jack W. 
Smith; Arkansas Gazette, Clyde 
A. Lewis. 

LONG BEACH, Calif.—Press- 
Telegram & Sun, G. L. Burt. 

LOS ANGELES—rTimes, 
Lynn J. Rogers; Examiner, John 
H. C. Stingle, editor, and Slim 
Barnard, associate editor; Eve- 
ning Herald & Express, Her- 
schel Blewett; Daily News-Eve- 
ning News, Herbert V. Preeg. 

LOUISVILLE—Courier Jour- 
nal, Cary Robertson. 

LOWELL, Mass.—Sun, F. A. 
Lawlor. 


LYNN, Mass.—Daily Evening 
Item, W. W. Jaeger. 

MIAMI, Fla.—Herald, E. W. 
Thomas; Daily News, Martin P. 
Tracy. 

MEMPHIS, Tenn.—Commer- 
cial Appeal, Ace Bailey; Press- 
Scimitar, P. D. Martineau. 

MILWAUKEE — Journal, W. 
W. Rowland; Sentinel, Fred J. 
Chlupp. 

MINNEAPOLIS—T ribune, 
rer Nelson; Star, Ed Buck- 

ee. 

NASHVILLE, Tenn.—Banner- 
Tennessean, Virgil King; Times, 
H. M. Goodloe. 

NEWARK — Star - Eagle, 
Thomas Chapman; News, E. J. 
Zimmerer. 

NEW HAVEN, Conn. — Reg- 
ister, Don Burch; Journal-Cour- 
ier, M. R. Wren. 

NEW ORLEANS—Item-Trib- 
une, C. Walker Hancock; 
Times - Picayune, Gordon R. 
Hebert. 

NEW YORK —Journal of 
Commerce of N. Y., Fred C. Mc- 
Allister; Sun, John C. Draper; 
Bronx Home News, Harry J. 
Clarke; Post, Elmer P. Thomp- 
son; Wall Street Journal, T. C. 
Sullivan; Times, Reginald M. 
Cleveland; Daily News, Ray 
Binder and Abe L. Greenberg; 
Journal-American, R. M. Van- 
divert; Herald - Tribune, Bert 
Pierce; World-Telegram, Charles 
M. Sievert; Mirror, Gene Mc- 
Coy. 

NORFOLK, Va.—Ledger-Dis- 
patch, Virginian-Pilot, W. J. 
Gwaltney. 

OAKLAND, Calif.—Post-En- 


quirer, F. G. Predmore; Trib- 
une, Tom McCabe. 
OKLAHOMA CITY.—Okla- 
homan, Harold Johnson. 
OMAHA — World-Herald, C. 
M. Poucher. 
PASADENA, Calif. — Star- 
News & Post, Robert J. Corri- 


gan. 
Call, Henry DeYong; Evening 
News, Herbert M. Schmidt. 

PEORIA, Il.—Star, J. M. 
Scurry; Journal - Transcript, R. 
A. Pratt. 

PHILADELPHIA — Inquirer, 
George S. Dix; News, John C. 
Marscher; Evening Bulletin, 
William Fontaine; Public 
Ledger, Garry Erb; Record, 
Frank J. McDevitt. 

PITTSBURG H—Sun-Tel- 
egraph, Frank E. Grunagle; Post 
Gazette, D. M. Corson; Press, 
H. P. Connable. 

PONTIAC, Mich. — Press, 
Conrad Church. 

PORTLAND, Ore.—Oregon 
Journal, Ernest W. Peterson; 
Oregonian, Lee Bostwick; 
News - Telegram, Stanley 
Werschkul. 

READING, Pa.— Eagle, Ron 
G. Sercombe; Times, C. S. 
Kline. 

RICHMOND, Va.—Times- 
Dispatch, Jos. A. Heeke; News- 
Leader, F. G. Bogan. . 

ROCHESTER, N. Y.—Times- 
Union, Paul Ludekens; Demo- 
crat & Chronicle, Paul Lude- 
kens; Abend-Post, Eric Voss- 
meyer. 

SACRAMENTO, Calif.— 
Union, Howard C. Bullock; Bee, 
Hamilton L. Hintz. 

ST. LOUIS—Globe-Democrat, 
Roy A. Reed; Star-Times, Frank 
Prendergast; Post-Dispatch, 
Guy Yeldell. 

ST. PAUL, Minn.—Dispatch- 
Pioneer Press, C. F. Revelle. 

SALT LAKE CITY—Tribune- 
Telegram, K. M. Carpenter; 
Desert News, L. H. Duffin. 

SAN ANTONIO, Tex. — Ex- 
press-News, A. W. Grant; Light, 
R. G. Fraim. 

SAN DIEGO, Calif.—Sun, 
Joseph R. Evans; Union-Trib- 
une, James L. McLain. 





Automobile Editors of Nation’s Leading Newspapers 


Because of several errors in the automobile editors’ listings, published in Automotive News’ 1939 Almanac recently, the listings have 
been revised by a postal-card survey and are presented herewith as the most up-to-date list of the nation’s leading automobile editors avail- 
able. Since some editors may be missing from the new listings, because of failure to reply to Automotive News’ request, the editors of Auto- 


SAN FRANCISCO—News, 
Jerry Sheehan; Call-Bulletin, R. 
A. Nelson; Chronicle, Leon J. 
Pinkson; Examiner, Frank Ly- 


man. 

SAN JOSE, Calif.—Evening 
News, K. N. Stacy; Mercury 
Herald, A. J. Page. 

SCHENECTADY, N. Y.—Ga- 
zette, Joseph Ronan; Union- 
Star, S. J. Duval. 

SCRANTON, Pa.—Times, 
Edward J. Ruddy. 

SEATTLE—Times, Dud 
Brown; Post-Intelligencer, John 
Alston; Star, Chas. Ahrens. 

SHREVEPORT, La.—Journal, 
H. T. Riddle; Times, Richard 
Hale. 

SOUTH BEND, Ind. —T rib- 
une, Malcolm E. Horner. 

SPRINGFIELD, Mass.— 
Union-Republican-News, T. H. 
Parker. 

STOCKTON, Calif.— Record, 
James McLean; Independent, 
Ralph O. Clark. 

SYRACUSE, N. Y.—Post- 
Standard, G. R. Laing; Herald, 
Walter Bligh. 

TACOMA, Wash.—Times, Hal 
S. Nelson; News Tribune, Edwin 
Johnson. 

TAMPA, Fla.—tTribune & 
Daily Times, J. H. Hampton. 

TOLEDO—Blade & News- 
Bee, G. D. Gettins; Times, Jay 
Norwine. 

TULSA, Okla.—Tribune, John 
Gillispie; Daily World, Carl R. 
Larson. 

TRENTON, N. J.—Times, W. 
Russell Thomas. 

WASHINGTON—Times - Her- 
ald, Paul Masson; Daily News: 
Geo. W. Chambers; Post, S. S. 
Grogan; Star, G. Adams How- 
ard. 

Waterbury, Conn. — Democrat, 
Cornelius F. Maloney. 

WICHITA, Kan.—Beacon, 
Harold B. Smith; Eagle, Vic 
Rugh. 

WORCESTER, Mass.—Tele- 
gram-Gazette, William F. Rear- 
don. 

YONKERS, N. Y¥.—Record, 
Henry Bachalis; Herald States- 
man, George H. Clement. 

YOUNGSTOWN, O.— Vindi- 
ceator, Cliff J. Bolander. 
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The Power is there 
—-why not use it? 


OU IN our industry who design cars and 

trucks, as well as you whose job is to sell 
them, know what an important sales advantage 
operating ease has become. You have done 
scores of things to improve your vehicles in 
this respect. Beyond a doubt you will do more 
and more... after all, this is engineering 
progress as well as intelligent merchandising. 
Modern-minded car owners expect vehicles 
that can be operated with less exertion. This 
demands power... and vacuum power, ever- 
present as the air you breathe, is ready toserve 
your needs. 


Having helped appreciably with a good deal 
of this development, year after year, Bendix 
feels that a constructive suggestion based on 
valid reasoning, is entirely in order. 


BENDIX 


Intake Manifold Vacuum 


A power-source automatically created 
whenever an internal combustion engine* 
is operated. Commonly used for actuating 
truck power braking, operating windshield 
wipers, etc. Consumes no engine power. 
Entails no maintenance cost. Can be read- 
ily “stored” for temporary use with en- 
gine stopped. 


*Diesel engines excepted; with Diesels, separate 
small engine-driven vacuum pumps are frequent- 
ly used for auxiliary power. 


Around a car, truck, bus, or any gasoline- 
powered unit, there are many control or oper- 
ating functions entailing considerable muscu- 
lar effort, or inconvenience. Vacuum power, 
otherwise wasted, can be used to make these 
functions effortless, or at least easier. 


The Bendix research organization has de- 
veloped scores of novel and interesting appli- 
cations of vacuum power now employed in 
the automotive, industrial, aviation and marine 
fields. Opening and closing bus doors, shift- 
ing gears, assisting declutching, giving finger- 
tip control to steam-shovel and dragline oper- 


ating levers, moving heavy work-boat rudders 
at a light touch on the wheel, operating air- 
craft ailerons, steering tractors and trucks, 
opening valves—Bendix Vacuum Power is 
doing all this and more. And the list grows 
longer constantly. 

So Bendix respectfully suggests a thoughtful 
canvass of the possibilities of vacuum powe! 
actuation—combined perhaps with hydraulics 
—as applied to your vehicle. Our full research 
resources are available to work with you. Cor 
respondence from interested executives is 
earnestly invited. 


BENDIX PRODUCTS DIVISION 


OF BENDIX AVIATION CORPORATION 


401 Bendix Drive South Bend, Indiana 
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